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Revision Schedule (2019) 

 

Date/Time Revision Topics 

Tuesday/Wednesday 

April 23rd/24th 

Mini-Mock Exam 

Thursday/Friday 

April 25th/26th 

Paper 1- German and Italian Foreign Policy Case Studies 

Thursday April 25th 

3:10-4:00 PM 

Paper 1 Strategies and Practice 

Monday/Tuesday 

April 29th/30th 

Paper 2- Hot and Cold War 

Wednesday/Thursday 

May 1st/2nd 

Paper 2- Authoritarians 

Wednesday May 1st  

3:10-4:00 

Paper 3-Russia and the USSR 

Friday/Monday 

May 3rd/6th 

Paper 3- Diplomacy in Europe 

Tuesday May 7th AM Last Minute Panic Questions and General Anxiety 
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Use the examples of past questions and the revision guidelines to help structure your revision notes. It is 

important that you are aware of the key issues and that you structure notes around these issues.  Also 

prepare essay plans on past questions so that you can identify gaps in your knowledge, develop quality 

examples, practice analysis and identify areas to insert historiography.  It will also help you practice your 

essay structure.  Your history teachers will be happy to answer questions, review revision notes and essay 

plans with you, time permitting. 

  



 

So you have decided to take the I.B. History Exam….. 

 

Before launching into the final stretch of your two years of I.B. History 

course, it is important to take a moment and reflect how we got here.  Over 

the past two years we have studied a range of content, practices a variety of 

historical skills and have honed our critical filters to finally arrive at this 

point as historians.  Take a moment and relish in all that you have 

accomplished up to this point… 

 

Ok, the moment is over!!!  It’s time to make all of that hard work pay off by 

crushing the I.B. History exam.  The first step is to make sure you are very 

aware of what you will be doing during the examination period.  

 

Day 1- Tuesday May 7th, 2019 (PM Session)  

Paper 1 (1 hour) 

Source-based paper based on the five prescribed subjects. Choose one 

prescribed subject from a choice of five.  WE ARE ANSWERING 

PRESCRIBED TOPIC 3: THE MOVE TO GLOBAL WAR 

Answer four structured questions. (24 marks) 

Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes) 

Essay paper based on the 12 world history topics. Answer two essay 

questions on two different topics. YOU CANNOT SELECT TWO 

QUESTIONS FROM THE SAME TOPIC (30 marks) 

 

Day 2- Wednesday May 8th, 2019 (AM Session) 

Paper 3 (2 hours 30 minutes) 

Separate papers for each of the four regional options. For the selected 

region, answer three essay questions. (45 marks).  YOU MAY SELECT 

ANY THREE QUESTIONS YOU FANCY. 

 



 

 

8 Steps to Success 

 

1. Honestly audit what you know and don’t know 

 

2. Organize your notes, past assessments, class activities 

into folders  

 

3. Create a Revision calendar for all of your I.B. exams to 

try to manage your study schedule.  Cramming the 

night before is for dummies 

 

4. Complete the review activities 

 

5. Complete 1 page summary tables by potential 

questions (Paper 2 + 3).  

 

6. Use past paper questions to prepare practice outlines 

and check your work with the mark schemes provided 

 

7. Ask your teacher questions and listen to their answers 

 

8. Get a good night’s sleep and eat breakfast before your 

exams 

 



 

Paper 1 Syllabus Audit  

Case studies Material for Detailed Study How Much Do 

You Know It? 

(0-5) 

Case study 1: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931–1941)  

Causes of expansion: The impact of Japanese nationalism and militarism on foreign policy  

Causes of expansion: Japanese domestic issues: political and economic issues, and their impact 

on foreign relations 

 

Causes of expansion: Political instability in China  

Events: Japanese invasion of Manchuria and northern China (1931)  

Events: Sino-Japanese War (1937–1941)  

Events: The Three Power/Tripartite Pact; the outbreak of war; Pearl Harbor (1941)  

Responses: League of Nations and the Lytton report  

Responses: Political developments within China—the Second United Front  

Responses: International response, including US initiatives and increasing tensions between the 

US and Japan 

 

Case study 2: German and Italian expansion (1933–1940)  

Causes of Expansion: Impact of fascism and Nazism on the foreign policies of Italy and 

Germany 

 

Causes of Expansion: Impact of domestic economic issues on the foreign policies of Italy and 

Germany 

 

Causes of Expansion: Changing diplomatic alignments in Europe; the end of collective security; 

appeasement 

 

Events: German challenges to the post-war settlements (1933–1938)  

Events: Italian expansion: Abyssinia (1935–1936); Albania; entry into the Second World War  

Events: German expansion (1938–1939); Pact of Steel, Nazi–Soviet Pact and the outbreak of 

war 

 

Responses: International response to German aggression (1933–1938)  

Responses:International response to Italian aggression (1935–1936)  

Responses: International response to German and Italian aggression (1940)  

 



 

Paper 1 Break Down and Strategies 

Paper 1 is a source-based examination paper based on the prescribed subjects. Each prescribed subject 

consists of two specified case studies, and in each examination session, the paper will focus on one of the 

two case studies specified for each prescribed subject. 

The paper will contain four sources for each prescribed subject. Sources will be primary or a mixture of 

primary and secondary, and may be written, pictorial or diagrammatic. The paper will consist of four 

questions for each prescribed subject, and students must answer all four questions from their chosen 

prescribed subject (Title 3: Move to Global War). Some questions will be answered using only 

evidence from one or more of the sources, as indicated. In other questions, students will be asked to use 

their own knowledge of the prescribed subject as well as evidence contained in the sources. 

Question Details Assessment Goal / Tips Appr

ox 

Time 

First Question, Part A (3 Marks): This question        

will test understanding of one of the sources. 

Pull out three specific details from the 

written source.  Bullet points is 

recommended. 

5-6 

mins 

First Question, Part B (2 Marks): This question        

will test understanding of one of the sources. 

Most likely a visual source, you will need 

to pull make two distinct inferences from 

the source around a specific topic.  

4-5 

mins 

Second Question (4 Marks): This question will       

ask students to analyze the value and limitations        

of one of the sources. In their analysis of value          

and limitations, students should refer to the       

origin, purpose and content of the specified       

source. 

You are attempting to draw out value and 

limitations of the source for historians 

studying a specific topic (2 each if 

possible).  You must explicitly reference 

the origin, purpose and content of the 

source to support your claims to receive 

full marks. 

8-10 

mins 

Third Question (6 Marks): This question will ask        

students to compare and contrast what two of        

the sources reveal to a historian studying the        

particular aspect of the prescribed subject.  

You want to create 2-3 comparison 

mini-paragraphs where you draw general 

similarities and specific differences. 

Remember that differences can also be 

differences in omission.  Do not 

compare the origin/purpose 

12-15 

mins 

Fourth Question (9 Marks): This will be an        

evaluative question that asks students to draw       

on both the sources and their own knowledge in         

their evaluation. 

Here you fill need to create a 4-5 

paragraph essay (including an intro and 

conclusion).  

Own Knowledge = Thesis, Topic 

Sentences, Analysis, Secondary Evidence 

Sources = Primary Evidence (Must use 

all 4 sources) 

24-30 

mins 



 

Paper 1 Questions and Mark Schemes 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

On the next page you will find the mark scheme for this question. Give it an                

honest attempt before reviewing the mark scheme. This will give you a            

better sense of where you are currently at. Good luck!!! 



 



 



 



 

 

 

  



 

Paper 2 Syllabus  

World history topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century) 

This topic focuses on exploring the conditions that facilitated the rise of authoritarian states in the 20th 

century, as well as the methods used by parties and leaders to take and maintain power. The topic explores the 

emergence, consolidation and maintenance of power, including the impact of the leaders’ policies, both 

domestic and foreign, upon the maintenance of power. Examination questions for this topic will expect 

students to make reference to specific authoritarian states in their responses, and may require students to 

make reference to examples of states from two different regions of the world. In order for students to be able to 

make meaningful comparisons across all aspects of the prescribed content, it is recommended that a minimum 

of three authoritarian states should be studied.  

Our Authoritarian States are Fascist Italy, Stalinist USSR, Nazi Germany and Mao’s China.  You should be able 

to apply specific details for each of the below descriptors for all 4 authoritarians.  

Topic  Prescribed Content Mussolini Stalin Hitler Mao 

Emergence of 

authoritarian 

states 

Conditions in which authoritarian states 

emerged: economic factors; social division; 

impact of war; weakness of political system  

    

Emergence of 

authoritarian 

states 

Methods used to establish authoritarian states: 

persuasion and coercion; the role of leaders; 

ideology; the use of force; propaganda  

    

Consolidation 

and 

maintenance 

of power 

Use of legal methods; use of force; 

charismatic leadership; dissemination of 

propaganda 

    

Consolidation 

and 

maintenance 

of power 

Nature, extent and treatment of opposition      

Consolidation 

and 

maintenance 

of power 

The impact of the success and/or failure of 

foreign policy on the maintenance of power 

    

Aims and 

results of 

policies 

Aims and impact of domestic economic, 

political, cultural and social policies  

    

Aims and 

results of 

policies 

The impact of policies on women and 

minorities  

    

Aims and 

results of 

policies 

Authoritarian control and the extent to 

which it was achieved 

    



 

 World history topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th century wars 

This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic explores the causes 

of wars, as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including types of war, the use of technology, and 

the impact these factors had upon the outcome. Examination questions for this topic will require students to 

make reference to specific 20th-century wars in their responses and may require students to make reference to 

examples of wars from two different regions of the world. Please note that the suggested examples for this topic 

include “cross-regional” wars such as the First and Second World Wars. In examination questions that 

ask students to discuss examples of wars from different regions, students may use these wars 

in a regional context (for example, the Second World War in the Pacific) but may not then use 

the same war in a different region (for example, the Second World War in Europe) in the same 

response. 

Traditional Wars: Second World War in Europe and the Pacific  Civil Wars: Russian, Spanish, and Chinese 

Topic Prescribed Content WWII 

EU 

WWII 

Pac 

Russian Spanish Chinese 

Causes of war Economic, ideological, political, territorial 

and other causes 

     

Causes of war Short- and long-term causes      

Practices of 

war and their 

impact on the 

outcome 

Types of war: civil wars; wars between states; 

guerrilla wars 

     

Practices of 

war and their 

impact on the 

outcome 

Technological developments; air, naval and 

land warfare 

     

Practices of 

war and their 

impact on the 

outcome 

The extent of the mobilization of human and 

economic resources  

     

Practices of 

war and their 

impact on the 

outcome 

The influence and/or involvement of foreign 

powers 

     

Effects of war The successes and failures of peacemaking       

Effects of war Territorial changes       

Effects of war Political impact: short-term and long-term       

Effects of war Economic, social and demographic impact; 

changes in the role and status of women  

     

 

 



 

World history topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) 

The Cold War dominated global affairs from the end of the Second World War to the early 1990s. This topic 

focuses on how superpower rivalries did not remain static but changed according to styles of leadership, 

strength of ideological beliefs, economic factors and crises involving client states. The topic aims to promote an 

international perspective on the Cold War by requiring the study of Cold War leaders, countries and crises from 

more than one region of the world. Examination questions may require students to make reference to examples 

from two different regions of the world. 

Cold War Leaders: Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin, Truman, Khrushchev, Reagan, Gorbachev (Pick 2) 

Cold War Conflicts (Must pick one from each region):  

Europe: Berlin Blockade, USSR and Eastern Europe 

 Asia: Korean War, Taiwan Strait Crisis (1954), Taiwan Strait Crisis (1958), Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan  

Topic  Prescribed Content Notes  CW 

Leader 1 

CW 

Leader 

2 

CW 

Crisis 

(EU) 

CW 

Crisis 

(Asia) 

Rivalry, 

mistrust and 

accord 

The breakdown of the Grand Alliance and 

the emergence of superpower rivalry in 

Europe and Asia (1943–1949): role of 

ideology; fear and aggression; economic 

interests; a comparison of the roles of the US 

and the USSR 

     

Rivalry, 

mistrust and 

accord 

The US, USSR and China—superpower 

relations (1947–1979): containment; 

peaceful co-existence; Sino-Soviet and 

Sino-US relations; detente  

     

Rivalry, 

mistrust and 

accord 

Confrontation and reconciliation; reasons 

for the end of the Cold War (1980–1991): 

ideological challenges and dissent; economic 

problems; arms race 

     

Leaders and 

nations 

The impact of two leaders, each chosen from 

a different region, on the course and 

development of the Cold War  

     

Leaders and 

nations 

The economic, social and cultural impact of 

the Cold War on two countries, each chosen 

from a different region 

     

Cold War 

crises 

Cold War crisis case studies: detailed study 

of any two Cold War crises from different 

regions: examination and comparison of the 

causes, impact and significance of the two 

crises 

 

     



 

Key Terms in I.B. History 

Instructions: 

Below is a list of key terms that are essential to understanding the IB History course.  Define the 

below terms and ensure you understand how they fit into our course. This list is not exhaustive but it 

is a good start 

Key Term Definition Significance 

Spacio vitale   

  

  

Entente   

  

  

Collective  

Security 

  

  

  

Disarmament   

  

  

Anschuluss   

  

  

Lebensraum   

  

  

Volksgemeinschaft   

  

  

Mein Kampf   

  

  



 

Appeasement   

  

  

Kristallnacht   

  

  

Blitzkrieg   

  

  

Totalitarianism   

  

  

Fascism   

  

  

Communism   

  

  

Capitalism   

  

  

Liberalism   

  

  

Reichswher   

  

  

Putsch   

  

  



 

Comintern   

  

  

Rapprochement   

  

  

Autarchy   

  

  

Reichstag   

  

  

Satellite States   

  

  

Politburo   

  

  

Lysenkoism   

  

  

Gulags   

  

  

 

 

 

  



 

Who’s Who in IB History 

Instructions: Below is a selection of the key individuals that played an essential role in the topics studied in the IB 

History curriculum.  Make sure you can identify all of them and try to add to the list.  

 

Key 

Individual 

Who are they and Why are they significant? 

Alexander II   

  

Alexander III   

  

Nicholas II   

  

Pyotr Stolypin   

  

Benito 

Mussolini 

  

  

Leon Trotsky   

  

V.I. Lenin   

  

David Lloyd 

George 

  

  

Joseph Stalin   

  

Franklin D. 

Roosevelt 

  

  

Harry Truman   

  

Winston 

Churchill 

  

  

Charles Attlee   

  



 

George 

Marshall 

  

  

Woodrow 

Wilson 

  

  

George 

Clemenceau 

  

  

Gustav 

Stresemann 

  

  

Owen Young   

  

Charles Dawes   

  

Austen 

Chamberlain 

  

  

Heinrich 

Bruning 

  

  

Franz von 

Papen 

  

  

General von 

Schleicher 

  

  

Adolf Hitler   

  

Paul von 

Hindenburg 

  

  

Ernst Rohm   

  

Josef Goebbels   

  

Hermann 

Goering 

  

  

Vyacheslav 

Molotov 

  

  



 

Rudolph Hess   

  

Heinrich 

Himmler 

  

  

Albert Speer   

  

Emperor Meiji   

  

Sun Yat Sen   

  

Chiang Kai 

Shek 

  

  

Mao Zedong   

  

Peng Dehuai   

  

Lin Biao   

  

Zhou Enlai   

  

Jiang Qing   

  

Liu Shaoqi  

Syngman Rhee   

  

Kim Il-sung   

  

Deng Xiaoping   

  

Others….  
  



 

Wall of War Causes, Practices and Consequences 

IB History 

Instructions: Use the below chart to organize your ideas for each of the wars that we covered this year (World War 

I, World War II and the Chinese Civil War).  For each theme, attempt to provide specific demonstrative examples that 

show to what extent the focus conflict achieved these aspects. 

 

Examples For: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Examples For: Examples For: Examples For: 

  

  

Examples Against: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Examples Against: Examples Against: Examples Against: 



 

 

Single Party State Checklist 

IB History 

Instructions: 

Use the below checklist to evaluate any Authoritarian State.  For the below leader, check all that apply. 

Each time you check an aspect of their state, please provide a specific and demonstrative example. 

 

Leader/State Evaluated:             Joseph Stalin  

  

  

Aspect of SPS Examples Historiography 

SPS arise from conflict, 

division, or confusion 

    

SPS are popular because 

the population are 

attracted to extreme 

solutions 

    

SPS suppress other 

political parties and 

institutions not in line 

with their ideology 

    

SPS are totalitarian and 

achieve control through 

force (repression), and 

propaganda (attraction) 

and ideological appeal 

    

SPS leaders have an 

established set of ideas 

    

SPS leader eliminates 

opposition during his rise 

to power 

    

SPS leaders take 

advantage of commonly 

held sentiments in their 

nation 

    

SPS leader has a political 

platform for the future 

with clear principals 

    

SPS leader inspires 

confidence and loyalty 

among followers 

    



 

SPS leader uses his 

physical and personal 

attributes to create a 

“supernatural” image of 

himself through myth 

building 

    

SPS are “crisis states”     

SPS attain power through 

victory in civil war and/or 

guerilla warfare 

    

SPS align to foreign 

powers 

    

SPS adopts existing 

government structure 

    

In a SPS government 

structure is less important 

than Party structure 

    

In a SPS key government 

posts are held by loyal 

Party members 

    

SPS take similar 

approaches to issues 

despite traditional 

political categorization 

    

Opposition to SPS is overt 

(assassination, mass 

protest, defection, etc…) 

    

SPS have networks of 

secret police, informers 

and surveillance to 

identify and punish 

opposition 

    

SPS goals include: 

modernization. 

Industrialization, 

improved standard of 

living, or improved 

defense 

    



 

SPS economic plans are 

Command Economy 

    

SPS conduct social 

engineering to create 

citizens to serve the state 

    

SPS look to change the 

status of women 

    

In SPS laws change faster 

than social norms 

    

SPS 

marginalizes/persecuted 

minorities 

    

Minorities representing 

views alternative to the 

SPS are persecuted 

    

In SPS where minorities 

are not persecuted, they 

are put under pressure for 

homogenization 

    

In SPS social minorities 

(such as homosexuals) 

will face persecution 

    

In SPS communication 

(education, media, arts) 

are used as a vehicle of 

ideology 

    

In SPS all communication 

is monitored and 

censored to be in line with 

Party values 

    

 

  



 

Single Party State Checklist 

IB History 

Instructions: 

Use the below checklist to evaluate any Authoritarian State.  For the below leader, check all that apply. 

Each time you check an aspect of their state, please provide a specific and demonstrative example. 

 

Leader/State Evaluated:            Benito Mussolini  

  

  

Aspect of SPS Examples Historiography 

SPS arise from conflict, 

division, or confusion 

    

SPS are popular because 

the population are 

attracted to extreme 

solutions 

    

SPS suppress other 

political parties and 

institutions not in line 

with their ideology 

    

SPS are totalitarian and 

achieve control through 

force (repression), and 

propaganda (attraction) 

and ideological appeal 

    

SPS leaders have an 

established set of ideas 

    

SPS leader eliminates 

opposition during his rise 

to power 

    

SPS leaders take 

advantage of commonly 

held sentiments in their 

nation 

    

SPS leader has a political 

platform for the future 

with clear principals 

    

SPS leader inspires 

confidence and loyalty 

among followers 

    



 

SPS leader uses his 

physical and personal 

attributes to create a 

“supernatural” image of 

himself through myth 

building 

    

SPS are “crisis states”     

SPS attain power through 

victory in civil war and/or 

guerilla warfare 

    

SPS align to foreign 

powers 

    

SPS adopts existing 

government structure 

    

In a SPS government 

structure is less important 

than Party structure 

    

In a SPS key government 

posts are held by loyal 

Party members 

    

SPS take similar 

approaches to issues 

despite traditional 

political categorization 

    

Opposition to SPS is overt 

(assassination, mass 

protest, defection, etc…) 

    

SPS have networks of 

secret police, informers 

and surveillance to 

identify and punish 

opposition 

    

SPS goals include: 

modernization. 

Industrialization, 

improved standard of 

living, or improved 

defense 

    



 

SPS economic plans are 

Command Economy 

    

SPS conduct social 

engineering to create 

citizens to serve the state 

    

SPS look to change the 

status of women 

    

In SPS laws change faster 

than social norms 

    

SPS 

marginalizes/persecuted 

minorities 

    

Minorities representing 

views alternative to the 

SPS are persecuted 

    

In SPS where minorities 

are not persecuted, they 

are put under pressure for 

homogenization 

    

In SPS social minorities 

(such as homosexuals) 

will face persecution 

    

In SPS communication 

(education, media, arts) 

are used as a vehicle of 

ideology 

    

In SPS all communication 

is monitored and 

censored to be in line with 

Party values 

    

  



 

Single Party State Checklist 

IB History 

Instructions: 

Use the below checklist to evaluate any Authoritarian State.  For the below leader, check all that apply. 

Each time you check an aspect of their state, please provide a specific and demonstrative example. 

 

Leader/State Evaluated:          Adolf Hitler  

  

  

Aspect of SPS Examples Historiography 

SPS arise from conflict, 

division, or confusion 

    

SPS are popular because 

the population are 

attracted to extreme 

solutions 

    

SPS suppress other 

political parties and 

institutions not in line 

with their ideology 

    

SPS are totalitarian and 

achieve control through 

force (repression), and 

propaganda (attraction) 

and ideological appeal 

    

SPS leaders have an 

established set of ideas 

    

SPS leader eliminates 

opposition during his rise 

to power 

    

SPS leaders take 

advantage of commonly 

held sentiments in their 

nation 

    

SPS leader has a political 

platform for the future 

with clear principals 

    

SPS leader inspires 

confidence and loyalty 

among followers 

    



 

SPS leader uses his 

physical and personal 

attributes to create a 

“supernatural” image of 

himself through myth 

building 

    

SPS are “crisis states”     

SPS attain power through 

victory in civil war and/or 

guerilla warfare 

    

SPS align to foreign 

powers 

    

SPS adopts existing 

government structure 

    

In a SPS government 

structure is less important 

than Party structure 

    

In a SPS key government 

posts are held by loyal 

Party members 

    

SPS take similar 

approaches to issues 

despite traditional 

political categorization 

    

Opposition to SPS is overt 

(assassination, mass 

protest, defection, etc…) 

    

SPS have networks of 

secret police, informers 

and surveillance to 

identify and punish 

opposition 

    

SPS goals include: 

modernization. 

Industrialization, 

improved standard of 

living, or improved 

defense 

    



 

SPS economic plans are 

Command Economy 

    

SPS conduct social 

engineering to create 

citizens to serve the state 

    

SPS look to change the 

status of women 

    

In SPS laws change faster 

than social norms 

    

SPS 

marginalizes/persecuted 

minorities 

    

Minorities representing 

views alternative to the 

SPS are persecuted 

    

In SPS where minorities 

are not persecuted, they 

are put under pressure for 

homogenization 

    

In SPS social minorities 

(such as homosexuals) 

will face persecution 

    

In SPS communication 

(education, media, arts) 

are used as a vehicle of 

ideology 

    

In SPS all communication 

is monitored and 

censored to be in line with 

Party values 

    

  



 

Single Party State Checklist 

IB History 

Instructions: 

Use the below checklist to evaluate any Authoritarian State.  For the below leader, check all that apply. 

Each time you check an aspect of their state, please provide a specific and demonstrative example. 

 

Leader/State Evaluated:                                  Mao Zedong  

  

  

Aspect of SPS Examples Historiography 

SPS arise from conflict, 

division, or confusion 

    

SPS are popular because 

the population are 

attracted to extreme 

solutions 

    

SPS suppress other 

political parties and 

institutions not in line 

with their ideology 

    

SPS are totalitarian and 

achieve control through 

force (repression), and 

propaganda (attraction) 

and ideological appeal 

    

SPS leaders have an 

established set of ideas 

    

SPS leader eliminates 

opposition during his rise 

to power 

    

SPS leaders take 

advantage of commonly 

held sentiments in their 

nation 

    

SPS leader has a political 

platform for the future 

with clear principals 

    

SPS leader inspires 

confidence and loyalty 

among followers 

    



 

SPS leader uses his 

physical and personal 

attributes to create a 

“supernatural” image of 

himself through myth 

building 

    

SPS are “crisis states”     

SPS attain power through 

victory in civil war and/or 

guerilla warfare 

    

SPS align to foreign 

powers 

    

SPS adopts existing 

government structure 

    

In a SPS government 

structure is less important 

than Party structure 

    

In a SPS key government 

posts are held by loyal 

Party members 

    

SPS take similar 

approaches to issues 

despite traditional 

political categorization 

    

Opposition to SPS is overt 

(assassination, mass 

protest, defection, etc…) 

    

SPS have networks of 

secret police, informers 

and surveillance to 

identify and punish 

opposition 

    

SPS goals include: 

modernization. 

Industrialization, 

improved standard of 

living, or improved 

defense 

    



 

SPS economic plans are 

Command Economy 

    

SPS conduct social 

engineering to create 

citizens to serve the state 

    

SPS look to change the 

status of women 

    

In SPS laws change faster 

than social norms 

    

SPS 

marginalizes/persecuted 

minorities 

    

Minorities representing 

views alternative to the 

SPS are persecuted 

    

In SPS where minorities 

are not persecuted, they 

are put under pressure for 

homogenization 

    

In SPS social minorities 

(such as homosexuals) 

will face persecution 

    

In SPS communication 

(education, media, arts) 

are used as a vehicle of 

ideology 

    

In SPS all communication 

is monitored and 

censored to be in line with 

Party values 

    

  



 

Totalitarian Tea Party 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: A major focus of the Paper 2 questions on authoritarian states is to compare and contrast 

two authoritarians (usually from different regions) around their rise and rule.  For our course we only 

have one choice for an authoritarian from Asia (Mao Zedong) and three choices for authoritarians from 

Europe: Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin.  Use the below venn diagrams to make general comparisons and 

specific differences between Mao and your choice of European authoritarian.  

 

Emergence of Authoritarian States 

Consider: Conditions in which authoritarian states emerged: economic factors; social division; impact 

of war; weakness of political system 

Methods used to establish authoritarian states: persuasion and coercion; the role of leaders; ideology; 

the use of force; propaganda  

 

 

 

  



 

Consolidation and Maintenance of Power 

Consider: Use of legal methods; use of force; charismatic leadership; dissemination of propaganda; Nature, extent 

and treatment of opposition; The impact of the success and/or failure of foreign policy on the maintenance of power 

 

 

  



 

Aims and Results of Policies 

Consider: Aims and impact of domestic economic, political, cultural and social policies; The impact of policies on 

women and minorities; Authoritarian control and the extent to which it was achieved 

 

 

 

  



 

Make Your Own Cold War Sandwich-Causes, Key Events and Collapse 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: 

Combine the below themes, crises and  individuals to make sophisticated argument about the origins, key 

events and end of the Cold War.  You should try as many combinations as possible so you are really 

comfortable with your ultimate choice.  Your finished “sandwich” could come in the form of a: developed 

paragraph, a 60 second verbal explanation, a flow chart, a annotated equation, etc... 

 

Origins of the Cold War (Make a Minimum of Three Sandwiches) 

 

Select a Bread (Theme) 

Choose one of the below Cold War themes to act as the analytical focus of your conclusion.  See how 

many you can make work. 

 

Cold Themes Mutual Fear and Aggression Individual Leaders 

Conflicting Ideologies Economic Systems Spheres of Influence 

  

Select Key Events and  Leaders 

Choose 2-3 events and 2 leaders to develop your argument. 

 

Yalta Conference Potsdam Conference Deutschmark  Truman Doctrine 

Marshall Plan Greek Civil War Atomic Bomb NATO 

De-Stalinization Eisenhower Doctrine M.A.D. Sino-Soviet Split 

Reagan Doctrine  Star Wars I.N.V. Treaty Berlin Wall Collapse 

 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Joseph Stalin Harry S. Truman Syngman Rhee 

Nikita Khrushchev Mao Zedong Dwight D. Eisenhower Leonid Brezhnev 

Richard Nixon Ronald Reagan Mikhail Gorbachev Kim Il-sung 

 

 

Select a Cold War Crisis for Flavor 

Select one of the below crisis to pull it all together 

 

 

Berlin 

Blockade/Airlift 

Korean War Taiwan Strait 

Crisis (1954/58) 

Soviet Invasion of 

Afghanistan 

Eastern Europe  

(1981-1989) 

 

  



 

Make Your Own Cold War Sandwich-Causes, Key Events and Collapse 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: 

Combine the below themes, crises and individuals to make sophisticated argument about the origins, key 

events and end of the Cold War.  You should try as many combinations as possible so you are really 

comfortable with your ultimate choice.  Your finished “sandwich” could come in the form of a: developed 

paragraph, a 60 second verbal explanation, a flow chart, a annotated equation, etc... 

 

Cold War Crisis (Make Two Sandwiches) 

 

Select a Bread (Theme) 

Choose one of the below Cold War themes to act as the analytical focus of your conclusion.  See how 

many you can make work. 

 

Cold Themes Mutual Fear and Aggression Individual Leaders 

Conflicting Ideologies Economic Systems Spheres of Influence 

  

Select Key Events and  Leaders 

Choose 2-3 events and 2 leaders to develop your argument. 

 

Yalta Conference Potsdam Conference Deutschmark  Truman Doctrine 

Marshall Plan Greek Civil War Atomic Bomb NATO 

De-Stalinization Eisenhower Doctrine M.A.D. Sino-Soviet Split 

Reagan Doctrine  Star Wars I.N.V. Treaty Berlin Wall Collapse 

 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Joseph Stalin Harry S. Truman Syngman Rhee 

Nikita Khrushchev Mao Zedong Dwight D. Eisenhower Leonid Brezhnev 

Richard Nixon Ronald Reagan Mikhail Gorbachev Kim Il-sung 

 

 

Select a Cold War Crisis for Flavor 

Select one of the below crisis to pull it all together 

 

 

Berlin 

Blockade/Airlift 

Korean War Taiwan Strait 

Crisis (1954/58) 

Soviet Invasion of 

Afghanistan 

Eastern Europe  

(1981-1989) 

 

  



 

Make Your Own Cold War Sandwich-Causes, Key Events and Collapse 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: 

Combine the below themes, crises and  individuals to make sophisticated argument about the origins, key 

events and end of the Cold War.  You should try as many combinations as possible so you are really 

comfortable with your ultimate choice.  Your finished “sandwich” could come in the form of a: developed 

paragraph, a 60 second verbal explanation, a flow chart, a annotated equation, etc... 

 

End of the Cold War (Make Two Sandwiches) 

 

Select a Bread (Theme) 

Choose one of the below Cold War themes to act as the analytical focus of your conclusion.  See how 

many you can make work. 

 

Cold Themes Mutual Fear and Aggression Individual Leaders 

Conflicting Ideologies Economic Systems Spheres of Influence 

  

Select Key Events and  Leaders 

Choose 2-3 events and 2 leaders to develop your argument. 

 

Yalta Conference Potsdam Conference Deutschmark  Truman Doctrine 

Marshall Plan Greek Civil War Atomic Bomb NATO 

De-Stalinization Eisenhower Doctrine M.A.D. Sino-Soviet Split 

Reagan Doctrine  Star Wars I.N.V. Treaty Berlin Wall Collapse 

 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Joseph Stalin Harry S. Truman Syngman Rhee 

Nikita Khrushchev Mao Zedong Dwight D. Eisenhower Leonid Brezhnev 

Richard Nixon Ronald Reagan Mikhail Gorbachev Kim Il-sung 

 

 

Select a Cold War Crisis for Flavor 

Select one of the below crisis to pull it all together 

 

 

Berlin 

Blockade/Airlift 

Korean War Taiwan Strait 

Crisis (1954/58) 

Soviet Invasion of 

Afghanistan 

Eastern Europe  

(1981-1989) 

 

  



 

Paper 2 Past Paper Questions 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: Here are some past paper questions with mark schemes.  More questions will be used 

during revision sessions. 

 

May 2017- Topics 10/11/12 (Remember you must pick from two different question groups) 

 

Topic 10 Authoritarian states (20th century) 

 

19. “The conditions in which authoritarian states emerged were mainly determined by economic 

factors.” Discuss with reference to two authoritarian states. 

 

20. Compare and contrast the methods used to maintain power in two authoritarian states, each from a 

different region. 

 

Topic 11 Causes and effects of 20th-century wars 

 

21. “The influence of foreign powers determined the outcome of 20th century civil wars.” Discuss with 

reference to two wars. 

 

22. “The effects of war on the role and status of women were mostly beneficial.” Discuss with reference to 

two wars. 

 

Topic 12 The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) 

 

23. To what extent did economic interests rather than ideology lead to the breakdown of the grand 

alliance between 1943 and 1949? 

 

24. Evaluate the impact of Cold War tensions on two countries (excluding the USSR and the US). 

  



 



 

 

  



 

Paper 2 Past Paper Questions 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: Here are some past paper questions with mark schemes.  More questions will be used 

during revision sessions. 

 

May 2018 TZ1- Topics 10/11/12 (Remember you must pick from two different question groups) 

 

Topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century) 

 

19. Compare and contrast the importance of propaganda to the emergence of two authoritarian states. 

 

20. “The domestic policies of authoritarian states rarely benefitted women.” Discuss with reference to two 

authoritarian states. 

 

Topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th-century wars 

 

21. Evaluate the importance of guerrilla warfare to the outcome of two 20th-century wars. 

 

22. With reference to one 20th-century war, compare and contrast the political repercussions for two 

countries. 

 

Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) 

 

23. “Ideology was the main factor that led to the emergence of superpower rivalry between 1943 

and 1949.” Discuss. 

 

24. Compare and contrast the causes of two Cold War crises, each from a different region. 

  



 



 

 

  



 

Paper 2 Past Paper Questions 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions: Here are some past paper questions with mark schemes.  More questions will be used 

during revision sessions. 

 

May 2018 TZ2- Topics 10/11/12 (Remember you must pick from two different question 

groups) 

 

Topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century) 

 

19. Compare and contrast the importance of propaganda to the emergence of two authoritarian states. 

 

20. To what extent was authoritarian control achieved in two 20th-century states? 

 

Topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th-century wars 

 

21. Examine the long- and short-term causes of one 20th-century war. 

 

22. With reference to one 20th-century war, compare and contrast the political repercussions for 

two countries. 

 

Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) 

 

23. “Economic problems between 1980 and 1991 were the most significant reason for the end of the Cold 

War.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 

24. Compare and contrast the impact of two leaders, each from a different region, on the development of 

the Cold War. 

  



 



 

 

  



 

Paper 3 Exam Details and Syllabus Audit 

I.B. History 

 

The Paper 3 exam is the longest of the three exams but luckily you will be completing it in the morning, so 

you will have lots of rest.  You will have 150 minutes (2 hours and 30 minutes) to complete  any 3 essays. 
There will be 36 total questions to choose from but we are limited to what we have studied.  In our class 

we have covered topics 12, 14, 15, and most of 16.  Remember, unlike Paper 2, you may choose two 

questions from the same topic group. 

 

Topic Syllabus Description Details ? 

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

Alexander II (1855–1881): the extent of reform  

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

Policies of Alexander III (1881–1894) and Nicholas II 

(1894–1917): economic modernization, tsarist repression and the 

growth of opposition  

 

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

Causes of the 1905 Revolution (including social and economic 

conditions and the significance of the Russo-Japanese War); 

consequences of the 1905 Revolution (including Stolypin and the 

Dumas)  

 

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

The impact of the First World War and the final crisis of 

autocracy in February/March 1917 

 

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

1917 Revolutions: February/March Revolution; Provisional 

Government and dual power (Soviets); October/November 

Revolution; Bolshevik Revolution; Lenin and Trotsky  

 

12: Russia and the 

Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

Lenin’s Russia/Soviet Union; consolidation of new Soviet state; 

Civil War; War Communism; New Economic Policy (NEP); terror 

and coercion; foreign policy 

 

14: Inter-war European 

states (1918–1939) 

Weimar Germany: constitutional, political, economic/financial 

and social issues (1918–1933); initial challenges (1918–1923); 

“Golden Era” under Stresemann (1924–1929); the crisis years 

and the rise of Hitler (1929–1933)  

 

14: Inter-war European 

states (1918–1939) 

Hitler’s Germany (1933–1939): consolidation of power; Hitler’s 

pre-war domestic policies, including economic, social and 

political policies; nature of the Nazi state; the extent of resistance 

to the Nazis  

 

14: Inter-war European 

states (1918–1939) 

Italy (1918–1939): rise of Mussolini; consolidation of power; 

Mussolini’s pre-war domestic policies, including economic, social 

and political policies; nature of the fascist state  

 



 

14: Inter-war European 

states (1918–1939) 

Spain (1918–1939): political, social and economic conditions in 

Spain; the Primo de Rivera regime; polarization and political 

parties under the Second Republic; Azaña and Gil Robles; causes 

of the Civil War; foreign involvement; reasons for nationalist 

victory under Franco  

 

14: Inter-war European 

states (1918–1939) 

Case study of domestic political, economic and social 

developments in USSR  in the inter-war years.  

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

Paris peace treaties (1919–1923): Versailles; Neuilly; Trianon; St 

Germain; and Sèvres/Lausanne—aims, issues and responses 

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

The League of Nations and Europe: successes and failures; the 

search for collective security; developments in the successor 

states of central and eastern Europe  

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

Italian and German foreign policies (1919–1941): aims, issues and 

extent of success 

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

Collective security and appeasement (1919–1941): aims, issues 

and extent of success; role of British, French and Russian/Soviet 

foreign policies (1919–1941); Chamberlain and the Munich Crisis  

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

Causes of the Second World War and the development of 

European conflict (1939–1941); the wartime alliance 

(1941–1945); reasons for Axis defeat in 1945 and for Allied 

victory; role of economic, strategic and other factors  

 

15: Diplomacy in 

Europe (1919–1945) 

Impact of the Second World War on civilian populations in any 

two countries between 1939–1945  

 

16: The Soviet Union 

and post-Soviet Russia 

(1924–2000) 

Soviet Union (1924–1941): Stalin and the struggle for power 

(1924–1929); defeat of Trotsky; Stalin’s policies of collectivization 

and the Five-Year Plans; government and propaganda under 

Stalin; the purges and the Great Terror  

 

16: The Soviet Union 

and post-Soviet Russia 

(1924–2000) 

Transformation of the Soviet Union (1985–1991): Gorbachev 

(aims, policies and extent of success); political developments and 

change  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Story of Imperial Russia and The Russian Revolution (1855-1924) 

I.B. History 

 

“Winter came early and things got worse for the serfs” 

 

Instructions: 

The collapse of the Romanov dynasty and the establishment of the Soviet Union transformed the 

geo-political reality of the 20th Century.  To understand the “why” and “how” behind the Russian 

Revolution, we need to examine the internal vs. external pressures, role of specific individuals and 

evaluation of key turning points.  Use the below elements to craft your version of this tragic tale. 

 

Setting 

Describe the Russian geography, demographics, economic, society and culture in the middle of the 19th 

Century.  

 

Main Characters 

What was the role and importance of each of the below individuals in the Russian Revolution? 

 

Alexander II Alexander III Nicholas II Pyotr Stolypin Sergei Witte 

V.I. Lenin Leon Trotsky Joseph Stalin Alexander Kerensky Nikolay Bukharin 

 

Key Events 

How did the below events drive Russia to collapse and the Soviet Union to be established? 

 

Emancipation of the 

Serfs 

Assassination of 

Alexander II  

Alexander III dies of 

illness 

Russo-Japanese 

War 

Bloody Sunday and 

1905 Revolution 

World War I  February Revolution Kerensky Offensive Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk 

October Revolution 

Russian Civil War War Communism N.E.P. Lenin’s Death and 

Funeral 

 

 

 

Your Story: 

  



 

Diplomacy in Europe- Was World War II Inevitable? 

I.B. History 

 

Instructions:  

Congratulations!! You have been selected by NPR to do a 5 part podcast series at the attempts at 

diplomacy from 1919-1939.  Use the below activities to create a script outline for each episode with the 

relevant bullet points, events and historiography. If you are unsure of what the relevant ideas are for this 

topic, go look at the syllabus audit.  

 

Position (pick 1):  

 

World War II was caused by a failure of the League of Nations and the principles of collective security 

 

World War II was the inevitable result of the “peace” negotiations following World War I 

 

While there were a number of long term problems created by the Paris Peace treaties, there were a 

number of key moments where war could have been avoided. 

 

While attempts of peace making and peace keeping were moderately successful, they were too fragile to 

withstand the devestating effect of authoritarianism and global economic collapse. 

 

Script By Episode; 

 

 

Title:                                                                                                                                               Episode 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:                                                                                                                                               Episode 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Title:                                                                                                                                               Episode 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:                                                                                                                                               Episode 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:                                                                                                                                               Episode 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Paper 3 Sample Questions and Mark Schemes 

 

 

May 2017-Remember you can pick any three questions 

 

Section 12 Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

 

23. With reference to the period up to 1914, discuss the economic developments that took place in Russia 

during the reigns of Alexander III and Nicholas II. 

 

24. Evaluate the role of terror and coercion in the consolidation of the Soviet state between 1917 and 1924. 

 

Section 14 European states in the inter-war years (1918–1939) 

 

27. “Opposition to the Nazi regime was limited and unsuccessful between 1933 and 1939.” To what extent 

do you agree with this statement? 

 

28. Discuss the reasons for political polarization in Spain between 1931 and 1936. 

 

Section 15 Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945) 

 

29. “The policy of appeasement was necessary because, by the mid-1930s, collective security had failed.” 

To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 

30. Examine the impact of the Second World War on the civilian populations of two countries in Europe 

between 1939 and 1945. 

 

Section 16 The Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924–2000) 

 

31. Evaluate the significance of propaganda to the maintenance of Stalin’s power between 1929 and 1945. 

  



 



 



 

 

 

 

  



 

Paper 3 Sample Questions and Mark Schemes 

 

 

May 2018-Remember you can pick any three questions 

 

Section 12: Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union 

(1855–1924) 

 

23. “Russia’s participation in the First World War was the main cause of the February/March 1917 

Revolution.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 

24. “Lenin’s foreign relations were motivated by practical concerns and not ideology.” Discuss. 

 

Section 14: European states in the inter-war years (1918–1939) 

 

27. “Hitler’s consolidation of power between January 1933 and August 1934 was a political revolution.” To 

what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 

28. Evaluate the importance of economic and political problems in allowing Mussolini to gain power in 

Italy in 1922. 

 

Section 15: Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945) 

 

29. “The Treaty of Versailles was a harsh and unfair peace.” To what extent do you agree with this 

statement? 

 

30. Discuss the reasons for the failure of the League of Nations by 1938. 

 

Section 16: The Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924–2000) 

 

31. Discuss the causes and consequences of Stalin’s purges up to 1953.  



 



 



 

 

 

 

  



 

Mr. Johnson’s Guide to Historiography 

 

Historiography refers either to the study of the methodology and development of "history" (as a 

discipline), or to a body of historical work on a specialized topic.  Furay and Salevouris (1988) define 

historiography as "the study of the way history has been and is written — the history of historical writing... 

When you study 'historiography' you do not study the events of the past directly, but the changing 

interpretations of those events in the works of individual historians." 

Some of the common topics in historiography are: 

1. Reliability of the sources used, in terms of authorship, credibility of the author, and the 

authenticity or corruption of the text. 

2. Historiographic tradition or framework. Every historian uses one historiographic traditions, for 

example Marxist, Annales School, "total history", or political history. 
3. Moral issues, guilt assignment, and praise assignment 

4. Revisionism versus orthodox interpretations 

  

Ranke, Hegelian Dialectic, and Marxist Historiography 

  

Modern historiography emerged in 19th century German universities, where Leopold von Ranke 

revolutionized historiography with his seminars and critical approach; he emphasized politics and 

diplomacy, dropping the social and cultural themes Voltaire had highlighted.   Sources had to be hard, not 

speculations and rationalizations. His credo was to write history the way it was. He insisted on primary 

sources with proven authenticity. 

  

Hegel and Marx introduced the concept of spirit and dialectical materialism, respectively, into the study of 

world historical development. Former historians had focused on cyclical events of the rise and decline of 

rulers and nations. Process of nationalization of history, as part of national revivals in 19th century, 

resulted with separation of "one's own" history from common universal history by such way of perceiving, 

understanding and treating the past that constructed history as history of a nation. 
  

The Hegelian Dialectic developed as an approach to structuring our understanding of history.  Hegel 

proposed that all of history could be explained in a series of cause and effect.  He claimed that an event, or 

thesis, led to the appearance of a counter event, or anti-thesis.  The interaction of these 

two-events/developments/phenomenon lead to a new reality, synthesis.  

  

Modern Historiography 

Modern historians have developed into a plethora of specialties that focus all aspects of the human story 

in an attempt to form a compelling perspective to analyze and evaluate the past.  They can be divided by 

aspect (i.e. Social, economic, or cultural history), element of society (i.e. women’s history, labor history, 

etc), or specializing in certain time periods (i.e. Dark ages history). These lenses of historical investigation 

impact how the historians value evidence and what narratives they choose to emphasize. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marxist
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalization_of_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_history


 

How to Apply Historiography to IB History 

Historiography and a sophisticated understanding of historical events are required to reach the highest 

levels of the IB essay mark bands.  Depending on the topic that is being studied, there are certain common 

components of historiography that can be applied.  See the table on the next page for common 

perspectives and prominent historians by topic. This table is far from exhaustive but can be a helpful start. 

  

Topic Common Historical Perspectives Prominent Historians 

World War I Orthodox, Revisionist, Post-Revisionist, 

Anti-Post Revisionist Marxist 

Henig, George, Williamson, 

Herwig 

Inter-War Period Orthodox, Revisionist, Post-Revisionist, 

Marxist 

  

Fischer, Keynes, AJP Taylor 

World War II Orthodox, Revisionist, Post-Revisionist, 

Marxist 

  

Hildebrand, Ritter, A.J.P. 

Taylor, Eley, Parker, Langer 

Origins of the 

Cold War 

Intentionalist vs. Structuralist 

Marxist 

  

Kissinger, Chomsky, Kennedy, 

Bragg, Johnson, Zinn 

Hitler Intentionalist vs. Structuralist 

Marxist  

Broszat, A.J.P. Taylor, 

Kershaw, Overy, Sax 

Mao Intentionalist vs. Structuralist 

Marxist 

Hsu, Lynch, Gray, Johnson, 

Palmer, Colton 

  

How to use Historiography in your essays 

When looking to use historiography in your essays, there are a couple of approaches that are very 

beneficial and a couple of things to avoid. 

 

Historiography Do’s 

1. Introduce relevant historical perspectives in your introduction and select one that you will primarily use 

throughout your analysis to demonstrate your awareness of the view. 

 

2. Compare and contrast historians’ views on a certain topic (i.e. revisionist vs. post-revisionist views on 

origins of WWI) 

 

3. Use an historian to support your historical evaluation 

 

For Example: Ruth Henig supports this view of the role of alliances in causing World War I in her book 

Origins of World War I. 

 

4. Present a quote from an historian as a hook or evidence to within a body paragraph. 

 

Historiography Don’ts 

1. Don’t just tack it on to an argument without weaving it into your analysis 

2. If you are not sure how it works, don’t just put it in.  Using historiography incorrectly is worst than 

omitting it 



 

Questions for Mr. Johnson 


