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Internal Problems of the USSR: Political 
(b) Long-Term 

 
Introduction 
▪ The "Cold War" between the communist USSR and the capitalist West has its roots in deep 
differences of opinion about how societies should be run. 
 

 USSR 
"Dictatorship" 

The West 
"Democracy" 

Elections 

There should be no free elections and only 
one political party. Government should be 
run by a few dedicated experts in the 
“Politburo” because…they will ensure 
efficient and consistent rule for the good of 
everyone. 

There should be regular, free elections involving 
many political parties because…although this 
may lead to less efficient and more inconsistent 
decision making it is important that the people 
have their say. 

Civil Liberties 

National security is more important than 
personal freedom. Strict limits on the 
movement of people across state borders, 
and the use of secret police with wide-
ranging powers is a good idea because… 

Personal freedom is more important than 
national security. Freedom of movement and a 
relatively weak police force is a good idea 
because… 

Censorship 

All publications should be subject to strict 
censorship by the government and harsh 
penalties should be imposed on those who 
criticise the government, because… 

There should be a free press which is not 
censored by the government, because… 

 
Questions and Tasks 
1. Complete each sentence in the table by trying to explain how this idea could be defended 
(you don't necessarily have to believe in it!) 
 
2. Complete these following sentences in your own words. 
 
One long-term cause for the decline and collapse of Soviet control over Eastern Europe is the 
Soviet approach to running politics. 
 
Some of the key Communist ideas were as follows…??? 
 
These Communist ideas were justified in the following ways…??? 
 
However, Capitalist ideas were very different and increasingly popular…??? 
 
These Capitalist ideas had the following advantages …??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Feature Film: “The Lives of Others” is a brilliant film which 
perfectly captures what it was like to live under communist rule in East 
Germany during this period. It focuses on the dilemma of a man working for 
the Stasi (East German Secret Police). He is set to spy on a young couple 
who the government fears could be traitors, then finds himself in a terrible 
dilemma as he realises that he supports their activities more than he does 
those of his own bosses.  
 


