By RJ Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk 


Categories of Cold War Historiography

Discussion point – how would each school of historians assess the respective role of military, economic and political factors in causing the Cold War? How would you complete the final columns?

	
	
	Argument
	Personalities
	Domestic Pressures
	International Pressures
	Historical Context
	Key Event / Evidence?
	Key Quote from named historian?

	Thesis
	Orthodox
	Soviet Aggression caused the Cold War
U.S. Containment was the "the brave and essential response of free men to Communist aggression" (Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.)
	Stalin as paranoid: seized East Europe to shore up power at home (Adam Ulam)
	Communist system as requiring a foreign enemy to justify totalitarian rule (Brzezinski)
	Russian and/or Communist bid for Eurasian hegemony forced Western powers into containment (Kissinger)
	1947-64

Early Cold War, McCarthyism, Korea, Bipartisan "Consensus"
	     
	     

	Antithesis
	Revisionist
	Western Aggression caused the Cold War
Soviet defensiveness were understandable products of aggressive capitalist universalism backed by atomic weapons.
	Truman as insecure, ignorant bully: "If only FDR had lived" (Diane Clemens)
	U.S. came out of WWII with hegemonic power, forced Soviet bloc to resist and defend itself (Martin Sherwin)
	"Open Door" capitalist imperialism and U.S. military-industrial complex threatened USSR (Franz Schurmann)
	1960-75

Anti-Nuclear and Anti-Vietnam War Protest Movements
	     
	     

	Synthesis
	Post-Revisionist
	Fear on Both Sides caused the Cold War
The Cold War was the inevitable product of ideological, economic, and geopolitical cleavages, which generated mutual suspicion and distrust. Stalin's Russia and Truman's America were both "victims and accomplices" (Vojtech Mastny)
	Stalin and Truman both scared and suspicious, applied lessons of 1930s and 1940s, and came from opposite backgrounds: agreement impossible (John Lewis Gaddis)
	It was the wartime alliance that was the aberration, and after 1945 the Cold War between a Wilsonian and Leninist system that dated from 1917 resumed (Stephen Ambrose)
	U.S. and USSR posed asymmetrical threats: “conflicting and unyielding ideological ambitions were the source of the complicated and historic tale that was the Cold War” (Timothy White)
	1972-80

Detente and Post-Vietnam Era
	     
	     


