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Reaction and Reform: A Comparison of Alexander II and Alexander III 
 
Task 1: Review and Research 
a. Complete this table using your notes from earlier worksheets from www.activehistory.co.uk.  
• If there appear to be any gaps in the table, conduct further research to see what extra 
information you can discover. 
 

 1. Alexander II 

 

2. Alexander III 

 
 Evidence of 

Reform  
Evidence of 

Reaction 
Evidence of 

Reform  
Evidence of 

Reaction 
Agriculture / 
Peasantry  

    

Economics / 
Industry / 
Proletariat 

    

Local 
government 

    

Military     

Legal system     

Education / 
Censorship 

    

Other (e.g. 
Religion, 
Central 
Government, 
national 
minorities) 
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Task 2: Essay Planning: To what extent did Alexander III undermine the reforming 
policies of his father?  
 
Reform    Reaction 

Evidence that Alexander III… 
…was more 
of a reformer 

than his father 

…continued 
with the 

reforming 
policies of his 

father 

…left his 
father's 
reforms 

untouched 

…undermined the 
reforming policies 

of his father 

…continued with 
the same 

reactionary policies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Task 3: Essay Writing Framework: To what extent did Alexander III undermine the 
reforming policies of his father?  
 
Introduction 
Traditionally = Alexander II is reformer, Alexander III a reactionary. 
BUT = there is evidence that the two Tsars followed much the same policies,  
AND = it is even possible to present Alexander III as a greater reformer than his father.  
AND = maybe reform rather than reaction was the best way forward for Russia at that time. 
 
In some respects, Alexander III did indeed reverse the reforms of his father... 
 
In other policies, however, Alexander III continued on the same reforming path… 
 
In other respects, Alexander II can also be presented as just as much a reactionary as 
his son… 
 
It is even possible to present  Alexander III as a reformer, and Alexander II as the 
reactionary…. 
 
Conclusion 
▪ In economic terms Alexander was at least as great a reformer as his father. 
▪ In social and political terms, Alexander III was broadly reactionary, but in this sense he was 
no different to his father, who had become increasingly disillusioned with reform as his reign 
progressed. 
▪ This raises the possibility that maybe reaction rather than reform was indeed the best way 
forward for Russia at this time, even if to 21st Century sensibilities this is an uncomfortable 
idea (quotes from Pobedonostsev could go here…). 
 


