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Internal Problems of the USSR: Economic  

(a) Long-Term 
 
Introduction 
▪ The "Cold War" between communist USSR and the capitalist West has its roots in deep 
differences of opinion about how societies should be run. 
 

 COMMUNISM 
"Co-operation" 

CAPITALISM 
"Competition" 

Money 
Equality of Outcome 
Rich people should be forced to share their 
wealth with those less fortunate, because… 

Equality of Opportunity 
People should be free to earn as much (or as 
little) money as they are able, because… 

Property 

Nationalisation 
Factories and other property should be 
owned by the state on behalf of all the 
people, because… 

Privatisation 
Factories and other property should be owned by 
individuals and companies, because… 

Wages 

Fixed Wages 
The government should fix the workers of 
wages at a guaranteed level, because… 

Flexible Wages 
The government should leave businesses free to 
set and change the wages of their workers, 
because… 

Industry 

Five Year Plans 
The government should guarantee everyone 
a job and tell the factories what to produce, 
because… 

Free Markets 
The government should leave businesses free to 
decide who to hire and fire and what to produce, 
because… 

Agriculture 
Collectivisation 
The government should organise small farms 
into larger collective units, because… 

Free Markets 
The government should leave individual farmers 
without any support or interference, because… 

 
Questions and Tasks 
1. Complete each sentence in the table by trying to explain how this idea could be defended (you 
don't necessarily have to believe in it!) 
 
2. Complete these following sentences in your own words. 
One cause for the decline and collapse of Soviet control over Eastern Europe is the Soviet 
approach to running society and the economy. 
Some of the key Communist ideas were as follows…??? 
 
These Communist ideas were justified in the following ways…??? 
 
However, Capitalist ideas were very different and increasingly popular…??? 
 
These Capitalist ideas had the following advantages …??? 
 
3. [Extension] Produce an diagram / poster designed to illustrate the main differences between 
capitalism and communism. 
 
Recommended Film: “The Lost World of Communism” is a 
series which focuses on what daily life was like behind the Iron 
Curtain. Using archive footage and modern-day interviews, it 
focuses on the everyday experiences of ordinary people in 
numerous Eastern Bloc countries. 

 
 


