Origins + nature of authoritarian & single-party states

Today, in the era of Mao Zedong, Heaven is here on earth. China’s People Daily newspaper, 1958.
First they came for the Socialists… the Trade Unionists… the Jews… then they came for me – and there was no one left to speak for me. Martin Niemoller.
	
	Nazi Germany (Hitler)
1933-43
	Communist China (Mao)
1949-76

	Ideology and Appeal and Rise to Power

The real damage the treaty did to Germany was to disillusion more moderate men. Nicholls.
 
The personality of the Fuhrer was a significant historical factor… Luck was also with [Hitler], mainly because all other players in the field turned out to be so inadequate and mistaken in their judgements. Feuchtwanger.

The profound social, economic, political and psychological destabilisations which had set in with WW1 had not really been overcome […] many voters turned to special-interest parties. Bessel.
Nothing inevitable about Hitler’s triumph… chance events and conservative miscalculation. Kershaw.

Within two months, we will have pushed Hitler so far into a corner that he’ll squeak. von Papen.

Future generations will damn you in your grave for what you have done. Ludendorff, to Hindenburg, for appointing Hitler as Chancellor, 1933

	National Socialist (Nazi) ideology was far right-wing and fascist, including key principles such as anti-Semitism (as outlined in Mein Kampf), anti-Bolshevism/communism (rejecting Marxist ideas of class struggle and putting into place Volksgemeinschaft or “people’s community”), the idea of lebensraum (‘living space) which dovetailed neatly with revanchist and nationalistic ideas of restoring and united “Greater Germany” with all the German (minorities) in Austria, Danzig, Czechoslovakia, etc., and recovering the territory she had lost in the ToV, i.e., 13%. Hitler’s aims was embedded in much of the Nazi ideology, but his foreign policy aims followed RUT: Rearm, which included GER puling out of the LoN in 1934 and introducing compulsory military conscription in 1935 and the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of the same year, Unite with Austria and other territories with Germans which began in 1935 (plebiscite had 98% ‘yes’ to Anschluss, ‘connection’), Territory with expansion into the East, such as Czechoslovakia and Poland. 

Germany at the time had rampant unemployment, inflation, coups (Putschs) and the most fiscally fruitful portions of Germany were under international control. The Nazi Party garnered support through many means until they were the largest in the Reichstag in 1933 and had a 37% majority (from 2.7% in 1928); and over 500,000 SA men. The party was organised through a series of areas (gaue) headed by a local leader (gauleiter) who was subordinate to Hitler (fuhrer) and had an alliance with Hugenberg’s Nationalist Party, which gave them access to media, which they made use of, particularly loudspeakers, radio, film, trained speakers, rallies, demonstrations, etc, and combined propaganda with terror tactics: SA troops not only provided protection for Nazi rallies and assemblies, but disrupted meetings of other members. The numbers of SA men rose rapidly, as one witness commented: it was either SA or communism and it was believed better to be storm troopers, as there was discipline and order. The Nazi Party thus gathered support from the unemployed and the working class (through promises of economic prosperity), the nationalists (through promises of a ‘Greater Germany’), women, students, workers (by having separate organisations for them), the traditionalists who felt alienated by the cultural experimentation of Germany under Weimar government (by promoting traditional Germanic values and the family hierarchy – women’s place at home, etc). Hitler painted the opposition as anti-German, weak, and indecisive. 

Hitler came to power through the use of legal and violent means.

The legal manoeuvring: Weimar went through more and more elections, and failed to address the growing social and economic problems, President Hindenburg faced more pressure to appoint Hitler as Chancellor, from both the elites and the traditionalists, and eventually appointed Hitler as Chancellor in 1933, when key industrialists such as von Papen, members of the agrarian elite (who were upset at the proposed land reforms), and even his own son, Oskar, were in favour of Hitler as Chancellor. This resulted in three Nazis in the Cabinet – von Papen was Vice-Chancellor. The expectation from the elite groups who secured Hitler’s position was that Hitler could be used to further their own aims, and then dismissed. In 1933, Feb, the Reichstag Fire occurred, and Hitler took advantage, announcing it as a signal for communist revolt, and thus justifying the need for the Enabling Act in March, which allowed the Reich cabinet to enact Laws (Article 1) without the Reichstag, and allowed the chancellor to suspend the parliament without the President’s involvement. This, in effect, made Hitler the dictator of Germany. It was formally named Law to Remedy the Distress of People and Reich, and was passed when the legislators were surrounded and threatened by Nazi troops – the communists were already banned and not present to vote, and social democrats were kept away. Only social democrats voted against. This was followed by a law that banned political parties from forming and in 1934, August, Hindenburg died, leaving Hitler as President. 

The arbitrary violence: the Nazis combined terror tactics with conventional campaigning; SA troops paraded in the street, beat up opponents and broke up their meetings. The night of the long knives of 1934 was when the Nazi party carried out a series of political murders under the charge of treason, which targeted critics of the Nazi regime, left-wing members of the Nazi party, as well as leaders of the SA (Hitler saw the penchant of SA members for street violence + independence as a threat to his political power), and effectively consolidated Hitler’s power – as the army applauded the act, as did the dying President Hindenburg, for “nipping treason in the bud”.
	Left wing nationalist and advocate of agrarian socialism and Maoism (a variation of Marxism/Leninism), protected the exploited classes, i.e. the peasants, and denounced the middle-class bourgeoisie and certain demographics (e.g. wealthy landlords) he perceived as harming China. Mao’s aims to restore China’s position under the sun (as pre-Opium Wars) and to create equality, as well his anti-imperialist stance and his denunciation of the exploitation of the lower classes, made him popular among China’s majority. Mao’s appeal came from the fact that he promised a collective prosperity in the form of sustenance for all, and a solution to the seasonal famines; promised an unified Chinese state; and painted the opponents as opulent, lavish, and puppets of the west.

China had just ousted the Manchu dynasty and had no centralised form of government, was facing rampant inflation due to reparations, unemployment, and seasonal starvation. The most fiscally fruitful portions of China were under international control. After China had been unified, and after the Shanghai massacre, Mao had come into power after leading the CCP on the Long March, which gave him undisputed leadership. The Chinese Civil War gave Mao a stunning victory (the CCP fought a guerrilla war), Mao stayed as undisputed leader, and came to power through force of arms after he occupied Beijing in 1949.

	
	
	

	Ideology and Appeal and Rise to Power: Key Similarities and Differences
	Both Hitler and Mao were idolised, the first for his supposed “economic miracle” and for getting Germany back her original glory, the latter for the long March, and through that created a cult of personality, and both of them supported improving the economy within the state. In addition, both were nationalists (and both created totalitarian states that controlled most aspects of people’s lives). However, their ideologies were very different, with Hitler being far right-wing and an anti-Communist and Mao being a left-wing proponent of Maoism. 

Both Hitler and Mao used force to gain power; Hitler, through arbitrary violence and purges, and Mao primarily used force by defeating the nationalists and taking control over the government. However, Hitler also used legal means to be appointed Chancellor, and then passed a law that allowed him to govern without consulting the Reichstag, but Mao didn’t use legal means as there was no real legal method to gain power apart from winning the war – China had no efficient, centralised government for that to be a possibility, so force was the only real way Mao could gain power. Both dispersed political opposition through violence, Hitler through purges and the Law Against Political Parties, and Mao by purges and forcing the GMD out of mainland China into Taiwan.

	Economic Policies

Germany is going round and round. She can get nowhere until she returns to normal economic conditions, but… she fears economic collapse. Roberts.

Hiter was “wholly ignorant” of economics. Kershaw.
Having established its legitimacy by freeing the peasants from landlordism, now had them boxed in as never before… the state had become the ultimate landlord. Fairbank.

Like Stalin, Mao believed that the peasants were “inherently capitalist”. Lynch. 

Citizens in rural areas who criticized the system were labelled "dangerous”. Ralph Thaxton.

The demand that all the instructions (the eight headings) be applied everywhere destroyed whatever benefits they might have brought if applied selectively and intelligently. Lynch.
	Hitler’s three main economic aims were to reduce unemployment rates among the German population; expand the German military; and regain territorial losses which resulted from the Treaty of Versailles: recovery (1933-36), rearmament (1936-9), and war (1939-43). 

During recovery, the Economics Minister, Schacht, increased public expenditure and investment, and tried to simulate consumer demand. The New Plan of 1934 solved the problem of the balance of trade deficit by requiring imports to have government approval as well as creating bilateral trade agreements. Schacht set up a company that gave out mefo bills, and in 1937, 12 billion retenmarks were given out. Bruning ended the payment of reparations during the recovery period, which had little economic effect but was a psychological benefit; the same applied towards the repression of free trade unions, which restored business confidence. Hitler’s so-called “economic miracle” of reducing unemployment, i.e. the 6million unemployed in 1933 to 0.2million in 1938, was more of a mistake, considering a) introduction of compulsory conscription, which led to about a million men in the army, which doesn’t count as unemployed, b) women doctors, civil servants, teachers, and lawyers were sacked, c) Jews were not allowed to work, and other reasons that would explain the near-impossible reduction of unemployment, which was used in propaganda to promote the ‘economic miracle’ led by Hitler.

During rearmament, the autarky policy of self-sufficiency was put into place so that Germany could provide all her economic needs and not be dependent on imports. Autarky succeeded to a lesser extent – though all of Germany’s industries increased their total output, only brown coal exceeded the Four Year Plan’s target, and Germany was still reliant on foreign imports for 1/3 of her raw materials, including iron ore, oil, and rubber. The guns or butter debate – whether to focus on development of consumer goods (butter) or on major rearmament and siege economy – resulted in Hitler picking butter over guns.

During war, the economy became more organised because of 6,000 administrators, and car production increased; however, 300,000 small businesses went bankrupt due to the war, and the military situation worsened as the economy could not provide for the war. As all labour had been redirected towards the war effort, agriculture could not compete or keep up with the war industries in terms of labour.
	The First Five Year Plan, 1952-56, aimed to develop the state-directed growth of heavy industry. The government’s first – notable, unaided – success was ending hyperinflation in two years, from a rate of 1000% in 1949 to 15% in 1951 by slashing public expenditure, raising tax rates on urban dwellers, and replacing the Chinese dollar with the RMB or the yuan.

Finance and commerce-banks were nationalised. Inflation was brought under control in 1950 by the People’s bank and state budget was balanced. Wholesale trade passed under state control during the early 1950s Commercial cooperatives were set up which undercut private retail trade. Tight restrictions were placed on the private sector. Prices wages and working conditions were determined by the state.

Production rose 128 percent from 1953-1957, national income increased 8.9 percent and per capita growth averaged about 2.5 percent per year throughout the 1950s. 

The agrarian reform law introduced in June 1950 was aimed at the peaceful redistribution of holdings, transforming ownership from rich landlords to “middle “ and poor peasants. Destroyed the wealth of the rich peasants and landlords, shattering the socio political foundation on which a privileged gentry had for centuries commanded the heights of Chinese history.

Around 43% of China’s cultivated land was redistributed to 60% of the rural population. By 1953, 90% of the agricultural holdings in China had changed hands. Many of poorest peasants were encouraged to join agricultural cooperatives containing what Mao called “seeds of socialism”.

Collectivisation was the second phase of agrarian reform, looking to increase production, preventing the re-emergence of rich peasants, achieving greater agricultural formation. The first stage was “mutual aid” teams where peasants would pool tools and work jointly and seasonally; the third and final stage was where all members collectively owned land. By 1957, there were roughly 760,000 cooperative farms, each averaging 600-700 people. In 1958, the “People’s Communes” were introduced, and by November, there were 26,000 communes for 98% of the farm population; by the early 1960s, there were 74,000. The commune system was aimed at maximising production for provisioning the cities and constructing offices, factories, schools, and social insurance systems for urban-dwelling workers, cadres and officials.

The Great Leap Forward of 1958–62 aimed to provide basis for industrialisation, increase industrial production with an emphasis on heavy industry, revolutionise food production and increase agricultural production. In 1958, the “People’s Communes” were introduced, and by November, there were 26,000 communes for 98% of the farm population; by the early 1960s, there were 74,000. The commune system was aimed at maximising production for provisioning the cities and constructing offices, factories, schools, and social insurance systems for urban-dwelling workers, cadres and officials. The Great Famine resulted from the agricultural reforms of the Great Leap Forward and was the greatest famine in human history, resulting in an estimated 30 million dead.

	Economic Policies: Key Similarities and Differences
	Both Mao and Hitler used (and lied about) their economic policies to help them gain popularity among the citizens (whether by supposedly decreasing unemployment or redistributing land); both used force to implement these policies or to purge opposition; both had government-created economic plans (Hitler’s Four Year Plan, Mao’s Five Year Plan) and nationalised industries to increase efficiency. Both also had an emphasis on heavy industry (Hitler, for war preparation, and Mao, for the GLF), and both ultimately failed in many aspects of their economic policies. However, Hitler created more new state-run programs, whereas Mao used pre-existing sectors of the economy, and Hitler used the bureaucracy to delegate duties, whereas Mao didn’t. Mao based his economy on ideology and had it follow the policies of the USSR, whereas Hitler was anti-Communist and had a militaristic aim for his economy. 

	Social Policies

Much of what it [the Third Reich] introduced was doubtless appealing, the rest one learned to accept. Frevert.
It became normal to conform to highly abnormal expectations. – Housden.

All subjects… must concentrate on military subjects. Der Angriff, 1939.

This art is the sick production of crazy people. Pity the people who are no longer able to control this sickness. Mein Kampf.

When you burn books, you ultimately burn people. Brecht, after the 1st book burning ceremony, poet/playwright who left Germany.

Marriage and childbirth became racial obligations rather than personal decisions. Pine.
The organisation of mass movements was a basic ingredient of Maoism. Hsu.

The Socialist man had five loves: the fatherland, people, labour, science and public property. Hsu.
Propaganda and indoctrination were a hallmark of the Maoist China. David Shambaugh.
	Volksgameinschaft: folk-community was enforced and through it, Nazi ideology.

Young boys from 6+ years participated in youth organisations which did their utmost to indoctrinate the youth of Germany with the ideological values of Nazism. Youth leaders bore into the youth a sense of fervent patriotism and utter devotion to Hitler. By 1935, 60% of all German youth belonged to Nazi youth organisations; something that was made compulsory in 1939, when pirate groups were on the rise. Each new member was required to take an oath to the Führer swearing total allegiance. Young girls were also a part of the Hitler Youth in Nazi Germany. Hitler youth girls were indoctrinated in the principles of service, regimentation, obedience, and discipline. Girls were taught to be dutiful wives and mothers. Hitler and the party realised the possibilities of controlling Germany’s youth as a means of continuing the Reich as they wanted the generation of Germans to follow to be dedicated to the strengthening and preservation of the German Volk and of the "Greater German Reich".
Women were not expected to work until 1937, where they were summoned back to do a “Duty Year” and work patriotically in a factory, because there was a skill shortage. The employment of women dropped from 37% to 31% from 1933-37, not counting those who were sacked. The Nazis encouraged both marriage and childbirth (single/unmarried mothers were viewed positively). The Law in 1933 resulted in 800,000 newly weds taking up the offer. In addition, the birth of 1 child meant 25% of the 1000marks loan would not require payment, and 4 children meant the entire loan was cleared. The Honour Cross of German Motherhood was given to women who had many children – silver for 7, gold for 8. Education was gender-segregated, university enrolment of women was limited to 10%, girls learnt about needlework and what to look for in a husband.

Education involved a large stress on physical education, which took up 15% of a week, and military (which appeared in maths sums, e.g., calculating aircrafts, bombs, and fuel), and Nazi ideology was incorporated into the majority of subjects, so that history was revised to a significant extent – the hyperinflation of 1923 became the work of Jewish saboteurs – and biology redone to show supposed difference between races, e.g. skull differences in Aryan and Jewish skulls; other subjects were similarly undermined. Racial instruction began at age six. In 1935, a teacher’s union was created and any teachers with non-conforming ideologies were replaced, it would later go on to represent 97% of all teachers in Germany. Education was gender-segregated so boys learnt Latin while girls learnt needlework and university enrolment of women was limited to 10%, and by 1939, all religious schools had gone. 


Propaganda was led by Joseph Goebbels, who worked with the SS and the Gestapo and set up the Reich Chamber of Commerce in 1933, which dealt with all sorts of propaganda, including art, literature, music, film, etc.  Any person who was not part of the Chamber was forbidden from publishing or performing work. Art became a subset of propaganda and was divided into ‘degenerate art’ (i.e., the likes of Pablo Picasso, Dada and cubist and other modern art of Weimar Germany), and ‘German art’, classical realistic art that represented all that was good about Germany. In March, 1936, was a display of degenerate art with works by Picasso, Cezanne, Van Gogh, etc., and nearby was a display of 900 pieces of approved art in the ‘Greater German Art’ exhibition. Jud Sus, a 1940 film, became the most-viewed film in GER of the decade. By 1938, broadcasts were being transmitted 24/7 in 12 different languages. Censorship interacted with propaganda: 20,000 books were burnt in 1933, including works by Einstein and HG Wells. By 1939, over 2,500 authors left Germany. 

	The existence of the People’s Communes acted as both a form of social and economic policy by which to control the citizens. However, there were other social policies, such as the organisation of mass movements, which collected many members. Youth membership had 15 million, trade union had 10 million, women federation had 75 million, student federation had 3 million. Through organisations, the government indoctrinated people / organised them for demonstrations – for example, to resist America, to aid Korea, to support the three-anti movements (1951) and combat corruption/waste/bureaucracy, and later, bribery/tax evasion/fraud/theft/ leakage of state econ secrets.
 
The Socialist ‘Man’ encouraged the new lifestyle, ‘tso-feng’, check others’ thoughts as well as other self, have no regard for face and prepared to publically admit things, put state before family, would advance the cause of revolution rather than individual advancement/bringing honour to family, and honoured gender quality. As for health, clinics and child-care centres were set up as well as campaigns to improve hygiene and health (e.g. against parasites, rats and epidemics). Between 1949 and 1975, life expectancy in Socialist China more than doubled, from about 32 to 65 years. 

The 1950 Marriage Law established marriage by mutual consent, right to divorce, and outlawed the sale of children and infanticide. During the Great Leap Forward (1958-1960) the government set up communes, street industries, and industrial management which required mass participation from men and women. These industries boomed which allowed many women to enter into the light industry workforce. The government also encouraged women to open up their own small businesses in their neighbourhoods as well as in their homes. Women were given nearly equal wages to men in the factories as well as allowed special benefits specific to the needs of women such as child care and part-time work. The entrepreneurship of these women and the government initiatives employed over 180,000 women in Beijing alone. The Chinese government supported women's education. The percentage of girls attending school was 96.2% compared to below 20% before the People's Republic (1949).
The government had not achieved full control of education and would not until after Mao’s death; the government began to attempt to reorganise education to focus on specialised, rather than generalised knowledge. The Communist authorities condemned excessive study of the humanities and social sciences, considering them wasteful and deleterious to China's industrialisation. The Chinese Academy of Sciences was set up the same year that the Communists came into power. Education was reformed on the Soviet model, and small engineering departments were amalgamated into giant polytechnic institutes, such as Tsinghua University and Tianjin University. Education became highly specialised, with students studying subjects like "railway bridge construction". However, a census compiled in 1982 revealed that after Mao’s death, fewer than 1% of the working population had a university degree and only 11% had received education after the age of 16.The upside was that literary campaigns were organised, and the extent of literacy swelled in the span of one generation, from about 15% in 1949 to some 70% in the mid-1970s. 

	Social Policies: Key Similarities and Differences
	Both Mao and Hitler utilised the youth divisions to enforce their ideology and ensure its longevity (whether Nazism or Maoism, by volksgameinschaft or by perpetual revolution), as well as propaganda and changes in education. In addition, both Hitler and Mao had a “cult of personality” that they established through propaganda. However, whereas Hitler changed education completely to incorporate Nazi ideology, Mao attempted to change education so as to enable specialised education that would benefit China – so where Hitler rewrote the sciences, e.g. biology and history, to have ideas of a racial hierarchy, Mao advocated the hard sciences over the social sciences. In addition, Hitler and Mao treated women very differently – Hitler advocated a return for women to the home and to marry and have children, whereas Mao gave women’s rights more traction by the marriage law and allowed for them to enter the workplace. 

	Political Policies

Hitler allowed this confusion to flourish because the only unifying force was obedience to his person. Evans & Jenkins.

Hitler had no immediate blueprint for constructing a specifically Nazi state in 1933. Williamson.
The National People’s Congress simply rubber-stamped the decisions made by the Politburo. Lynch.

On this matter, we are quite heartless. Mao, 1951, on the violence of the anti-movements.

We can make new men out of garbage. A PRC slogan.

A veritable army of party clerks spent their working hours collecting and collating material on everyone in the population. Lynch.

	1933 – Concordant signed with Catholic Church. Catholic Church guaranteed to maintain integrity and have rights and privileges protected as long as it kept out of politics. Law for Encouragement of Marriage. All newly married couples would receive a loan of 1000marks (=9months average income). Law for the Restoration of Professional Civil Service. The civil service is purged of Jews and political dissidents. Law against Political Parties. Political opponents were purged.

1935 – the Nuremberg Laws are passed. Jews lose rights to be German citizens. Marriage between Jews and non-Jews was forbidden. The Amendment to the Law for the Prevention of Offspring with Hereditary Diseases. Homosexuals = asocials, sent to concentration camps. Anti-Semitism was a core part of Nazi ideology since – at the very least – 1933, though Hitler’s thoughts on the matter were clear from 1919 onwards (in a letter to Herr Gemlich). The hyperinflation crisis of 1923 was blamed on Jewish saboteurs (likewise, the ToV and the WWI loss were blamed on Jewish conspiracies). In 1938, the Crystal Night (named after the broken glass on the streets) resulted in a seven day campaign of terror where 10,000 Jewish-owned shops were destroyed. The Jewish community was forced to pay 1billion marks for the clean-up.

Under Hitler were three mains: traditional institutions such as Reichstag and Reich Cabinet, which existed but were virtually powerless; Hitler had no interest in cabinet meetings – called only 6 meetings in 1936, and the Civil Service, which remained due to its efficiency (which arguably deteriorated as it was subject to purges, etc). There were auxiliary agencies such as the Reich Chancellery which took over the co-ordination of policy from the cabinet and drew up most of the laws and regulated legislation passing, the People’s Court and the Propaganda Ministry of 1933, and the Reich Governors, all of which could bypass legal and traditional institutions. Lastly, there were the Nazi Party organisations, such as Hitler Youth, Women’s League, SS, SA, League of German Lawyers, Gauleiters, etc. It was a dictatorship with Hitler at the head.

There is the intentionalist, traditional view that holds the government was tightly structured with Hitler in full control of the whole political process and the Third Reich was a model of efficiency, with a fully Nazified system of government – a classic case of totalitarian regime, and Hitler deliberately attempted not alienate traditional elites while moving towards homogeneity of government. The revisionist view states that government structure was chaotic and polycratic (described as feudal) rather than orderly, a new system built upon the existing system of government in 1933, that resulted in administrative chaos with overlapping institutions (at national + local levels) duplicating functions and resulting in competing leaders for Hitler’s attention. The Reich Governors and the Gauleiters often had conflicts due to their similar roles, which had little to differentiate them.
	In 1949, the country was divided into 6 regions. Each was governed by 4 major officials: a chairman, a party secretary, a military commander, and a political commissar. The last two posts were filled by PLA officers – making China officially under military control. The Politbru was the inner core of the CCP, consisting of some 20 leading members of Communist Party that ruled in reality. It was under Mao, who was the ultimate authority. This focused on the idea of democratic centralism: true democracy in a Communist party lay in the obedience of the members to the authority and instructions of the leaders. The CCP had supposedly adopted the “common program”, which was a four-class alliance between peasants, workers, the middle class, and small capitalists, which afforded the guise of democracy.

“Reunification campaigns”, 1950: three PLA armies were dispatched to Tibet, Xinjiang, and southern province of Guangdong. PRC’s justification for invading Tibet was that it had always belonged to China. All three were brought under PLA control. Mao had ruthlessly oppressed the Tibetan population, so that 20% of the Tibetan population had been goaled, an average of 80-100 for each village, and 50% of these had died in prison – numbers calculated by the Penchen Lama himself in a report Zhou Enlai admitted to be fair.

“Anti-movements”, 1951-52 (these exemplified the mass line idea): the first targets were waste, corruption, inefficiency; then, in the second phase, industrial sabotage, tax evasion, bribery, fraud, theft of government property, in an effort to destroy the “bureaucratic capitalist class”.

Terror tactics: by 1952, no other parties apart from the CCP existed, making China a single-party state. Mass killings were also carried out in Shanghai and Guangzhou on the underworld gangs and triads (Chinese secret societies, usually of a criminal kind) – the death toll was 28,000 in Shanghai.

Registration helped to monitor society at large and remove potential opposition – there was the danwei, a permit without which you couldn’t get a job, and the hukou, which allowed family to have accommodation. The most invasive of all was the dangan, a dossier by local party officials on an individual’s records. There were 100 million records kept.
The dismissal of Gao Gang and Rao Rishi, 1954: two CCP leaders that were hounded for being half-hearted in their efforts and had, according to Mao, misused their authority to create “independent kingdoms”.

The 100 Flowers Campaign, 1957: Mao invited criticism and called on critics and the intellectuals to openly criticise the party and the government. Members rushed to respond; Mao halted the campaign. Those who had responded were now forced to retract their statements and submit themselves to re-education. The party, too, suffered – Zhou was obliged to make a humiliating self-criticism in front of the party, admitting to have been too slow in putting Mao’s industrialisation plans to action (a patent falsehood). The result was that 5 million children had their schooling interrupted due to the deaths of many teachers. This would be a catalyst for the Anti-Rightist Movement, from 1957-9, a series of campaigns to purge “rightists” – intellectuals, anti-collectivisation, not anti-capitalism, etc, which saw the political persecution of 550,000 people.

	Political Policies: Key Similarities and Differences
	Both Hitler and Mao used political policies to reinforce their ideologies, whether it was by numerous laws (Hitler) or by registration (Mao) to remove those who opposed the ideology. Both had existing traditional institutions or programs (the Reich Cabinet, the common program) that existed only for the purpose of the name and to disguise the authoritarian dictatorship. 

	Treatment of Opposition

Here we see the most frightful crime against human dignity, a crime that is unparalleled in the whole of history. Sophie Scholl, in a White Rose leaflet.

Such resistance was perilous both in principle and in reality. No common sense recommended it. Leber.

We want to coax the snakes out of their holes. Then we will strike. Mao, as sourced by Jung Chang.
Through mass organisations, secret police, mass communications media, and indoctrination, the government and succeeded in controlling an remoulding the society and the people to an extent unknown in Chinese history. The once individualistic Chinese had become the most regimented people in the world. Hsu.

I had seen people who had told the truth being destroyed. Did I dare to write it? Lu Baoguo, a Xinhua reporter.

The program was known in journalistic jargon as ‘brainwashing’ or hsi-nao. Hsu.
	Sources of opposition: political, religious, and youth groups. Opposition came from many different factions but was either too fractured/isolated, too uncoordinated, or too small in numbers to resist successfully. Hitler suppressed opposition through violence (SS, Gestapo, purges, the threat of concentration camps), political tactics (unfair trials, arrests, ‘political crimes’ or ‘oppositional activities’) and propaganda (people encouraged to betray family, neighbours, etc). 

Political opposition was purged during or fled after the Night of the Long Knives and the law against political parties in 1933 – 1/3 of the KPD party fled underground. Religious opposition came from both the Confessional Church and the Catholic Church, later, both defensive – many very arrested; 600 something priests for ‘oppositional activities’. There was opposition from youth, such as the Scholl siblings for the White Rose movement, who were executed, the Edelweiss Pirates, the Swing group – referring to jazz music, which was banned) and from the military, as evidenced in the Bomb Plot of 1944, which failed – Beck, a general who led it, had planned to arrest Hitler in 1938, but he was successful in the international Munich conference. Most, rather than resist, fled from Germany, however, of those who didn’t, some attempted to resist, some kept quiet out of (warranted) fear. Between 1933-45, Leber estimated that 3million people were confined for political crimes, 800,000 sentenced for active resistance, 32,500 executed (of which 12,000 were for high treason).
	Mao had ruthlessly oppressed the Tibetan population, so that 20% of the Tibetan population had been goaled, an average of 80-100 for each village, and 50% of these had died in prison – numbers calculated by the Penchen Lama himself in a report Zhou Enlai admitted to be fair.

Terror tactics: by 1952, no other parties apart from the CCP existed, making China a single-party state. Mass killings were also carried out in Shanghai and Guangzhou on the underworld gangs and triads (Chinese secret societies, usually of a criminal kind) – the death toll was 28,000 in Shanghai.

Registration helped to monitor society at large and remove potential opposition – there was the danwei, a permit without which you couldn’t get a job, and the hukou, which allowed family to have accommodation. The most invasive of all was the dangan, a dossier by local party officials on an individual’s records. There were 100 million records kept. The dismissal of Gao Gang and Rao Rishi, 1954: two CCP leaders that were hounded for being half-hearted in their efforts and had, according to Mao, misused their authority to create “independent kingdoms”.

The 100 Flowers Campaign, 1957: 5 million children had their schooling interrupted due to the deaths of many teachers. This would be a catalyst for the Anti-Rightist Movement, from 1957-9, a series of campaigns to purge “rightists” – intellectuals, anti-collectivisation, not anti-capitalism, etc, which saw the political persecution of 550,000 people.
Removed party officials were publicly humiliated, beaten, and tortured – Peng Dehuai was imprisoned after he denounced the Great Leap Forward in 1959; Liu Shaoqi, the head of state and elected Chairman after Mao, after refusing Mao’s orders in 1964, was publicly shamed, put into prison and died there in 1969, with his death certificate saying “profession unknown”.

The CCP employed a variety of "thought control" techniques, including incarceration for "thought reform," construction of role models to be emulated, mass mobilization campaigns, the creation of ideological monitors and propaganda teams for indoctrination purposes, enactment of articles to be memorized, control of the educational system and media, a nationwide system of loudspeakers, among other methods.

The existence of laogais: it meant re-education through labour and referred to the vast prison-camp system. The average number of prisoners held each year was 10 million; over 25 million prisoners died during this period; by 1976, there were over 10,000 labour camps across China. In these camps, a new indoctrination program  had been introduced. Individuals were sent to camps, divided into small groups, assigned heavy physical labour, study each other’s background and life history, and for about two months, food and living quarters are very poor. These individuals were manipulated through the physical and emotional realities of their situation until they saw no option but to give in.

	Treatment of Opposition: Key Similarities and Differences
	Both used violence and terror (through the SS, Gestapo, or the Red Army) as well as political purges, propaganda and education to minimise opposition; both were successful in suppressing opposition so it was minimal, fractured, and uncoordinated. However, Mao’s main and strongest opposition was internal and came from within the party (his external opposition being mainly comprised of intellectuals), whereas Hitler’s was external, and came from religious or church groups, which formed the largest oppositional movement. 


Origins of the Cold War, 1945-49
Let us not be deceived: we are today in the midst of a cold war. 1946, George Orwell, to whom the term is attributed.

	Events
	Outcomes
	Causes for Tensions

	Yalta Conference, February 1945, held in Russia, attended by the three Allied leaders: Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill, to plan for post-war outcomes. 

Everyone imposes his own system as far as his army can reach. It cannot be otherwise. Stalin.

Stalin is not that kind of man… He doesn't want anything but security for his country […and…] will work with me for a world of democracy and peace ... I’ll make a deal with the devil to defeat Hitler. FDR.

The Yalta agreement was so elastic that the Russians can stretch it all the way from Yalta to Washington without even technically breaking it. Admiral Leahy, FDR’s aid.

The Soviet Union has become a danger to the free world. Churchill to FDR, after Yalta.

Churchill called it a matter of honour for UK – the Polish question is a matter of life and death for the Soviet Union. Stalin, after Yalta.
	Agreement was reached on the following issues: to establish the United Nations, which the USSR agreed to join, which would have five permanent members in the Security Council, each with the power of veto; to demilitarise Germany, demand reparations, and divide Germany into four zones of occupation between USA, USSR, UK, and France, while Berlin, located in the middle of the Russian zone, would also be split up into the corresponding zones; to allow for the governments of Eastern Europe to be able to decide who governed them in free elections; and a promise from USSR to end war with Japan as soon as the war in Europe was won, for territories in return. 
	Stalin wanted $22 million dollars in reparations and cited the amount of USSR casualties, but Churchill argued that no such figure should be set until Germany’s financial status could be gauged. The Polish issue still remained, as when Soviet forces had swept Poland, they set up a communist government in Lublin, even though there existed an exile government in London; it was agreed that some members of the London government would join the Lublin government and in return Poland would be given a strip of territory annexed in 1939, but there was disagreement over Stalin’s demands that Poland should be given all German territory east of the rivers Oder and Neisse. Stalin made those demands on Poland so as to prevent another invasion of the USSR through Poland – it had already happened twice in thirty years, after all.

	Potsdam Conference, July 1945. Roosevelt had died and been replaced with by Truman, Churchill had been replaced by Atlee in the middle of the conference, and Stalin remained. USA had the atomic bomb by this time.

When he got to the meeting after having read this report he was a changed man. He told the Russians just where they got on and off and generally bossed the whole meeting. Churchill, 22 July, about Truman the day after he had found out about the atomic bomb.

The Russians are liars – you can't trust them. At Potsdam they agreed to everything and broke their word. It's too bad the second world power is like this, but that's the way it is, and we must keep our strength. Truman.
	It was agreed that the leaders would demilitarise and de-Nazify in their own way in each of their allocated zones; Germany would pay reparations and 25% would go towards the USSR ($10billion dollars in reparations), and in exchange, the Eastern zone would send the Western zone food supplies.
	Truman was not happy over the agreements over Poland and felt that the pro-communist government there had been forced into power due to the Russian troops that overrun the country and there had not been a “free and democratic” vote. Stalin’s offer to include more London poles in the Lublin government did not appease Truman.

In addition, Truman now challenged the agreements that had been done bilaterally between Stalin and Churchill and had given the Soviet Union influence over Romania and Bulgaria. Nevertheless, Soviet control over Eastern Europe was a fact, as the Red Army had literally occupied it. Thus it was difficult for the West to force any changes as there was little it could do without threatening to push the Red army back with ground forces.

Furthermore, Truman received news of the atomic bomb during the conference. Truman did not inform Stalin about the exact nature of the atomic bomb, although Churchill was told about it. One week, after the conference closed, the two atomic bombs were dropped in Japan and the war ended quickly without the need for Russian help.

Both parties did not keep to the agreements made in the conference: Stalin arrested the non-communist leaders of Poland and Truman dropped the atomic bomb for Japan’s surrender before Russian troops could enter the war against Japan, as had been agreed upon.

	“Long Telegram”, February 1946, by George Keenan, who was stationed at the USA embassy in Moscow as minister-counsellor since 1944. The United States Treasury asked why the Soviets were not supporting the newly created world Bank and International Monetary Fund; Keenan wrote the Long Telegram in response.

Soviet power was impervious to the logic of reason, it was highly sensitive to the logic of force. Keenan.

I said that whenever the Soviet leadership confronted us with dangerous hostility anywhere in the world, we should do everything possible to contain it and not let them expand any further. Keenan, “father of containment”, in 1996.
	Keenan’s Long Telegram from Moscow argued that the USSR was motivated by traditional Russian imperialism and Marxist ideology; Soviet behaviour was increasingly expansionist and paranoid, posing a threat to USA and its allies. Later writing as Mr. X, Kennan drafted an argument for adopting the policy of “containment” towards the USSR. In the Long Telegram, Keenan laid forth five arguments that would go on to become the foundation of USA’s Cold War policy: that USSR perceived itself at perpetual war with capitalism, that USSR viewed left-wing, but non-communist, groups in other countries as worse enemies than capitalist ones, that USSR would use controllable Marxists in the capitalist world as allies, that Soviet aggression was rooted in historic nationalism rather than economic reality, and that the Soviet government’s structure prohibited objective and accurate pictures of internal / external reality.

	“Iron Curtain” speech, March 1946, by Churchill, while travelling in USA.
	The speech – “Sinews of Peace” – strongly criticised USSR’s exclusive and secretive and tension policies along the Eastern Europe’s countries, referring to the establishment of Communist governments there, despite the promise in Yalta of democratic elections, calling it tantamount to an “iron curtain” over Eastern Europe. Churchill also mentioned the necessity for an Anglo-American address to contain the USSR.
	USSR’s response was quick and one of outrage, comparing Churchill to Hitler and accusing him of being a “warmonger”. The speech had helped widen and clarify the rift between East and West and had left to an ultimate conviction and difference of opinions of both sides. Stalin defended Soviet “friendship” with eastern European states as a necessary safeguard against another invasion and accused Churchill of hoping to install right-wing governments in eastern Europe with the goal of agitating those states against the USSR.

	The creation of the Eastern Bloc, 1945-47. By the end of 1947, every state in the area except Czechoslovakia had a Communist government. In addition, Stalin treated the Russian zone of Germany as Russian territory, allowing only the Communist party and draining its resources.

They [the Russians] were cutting them [the non-communists] off like slices of salami. Rakosi, the leader of Hungary, referring to the creation of the Eastern Bloc.
	The west was profoundly irritated by the USSR’s attitude, which disregarded Stalin’s promise for free elections and instead instilled “bourgeois democracies” and puppet regimes. However, even Churchill had agreed in 1944 that much of eastern Europe should be a Russian sphere of influence, with friendly governments in neighbouring states, necessary for self-defence. It was Stalin’s methods of gaining control which upset the west, and gave rise to the next major developments.

	Truman Doctrine, March 1947, a speech by Truman, in which he put forward the belief that the USA had the obligation to “support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures”. 
	It was a radical change in US foreign policy, which had been traditionally isolationist. It sprang from events in Greece, where communists were trying to overthrow the monarchy, which had been restored by the British, after liberating the country from the Nazis. However, they were now beginning to feel the strain of fighting the communists and appealed to the USA. Truman thus announced his doctrine and Greece immediately received massive amounts of aid and military advisers. The Doctrine marked a departure from the USA’s traditional policy of isolation, and it was the beginning of the American policy of “containment” of Communism. The effects of the Truman Doctrine can be seen in the number of proxy wars fought after it. The Greek Civil War (1946-49) was one of the first proxy wars of the Cold War: the US backed the Greek government army against the Democratic Army of Greece, the military branch of the Greek Communist Party, who were backed by USSR. The Greek government – the Hellenic Army – won; the war saw 160,000 casualties and a temporary relocation of 1,000,000 people during it. USA was worried that communism would spread to the Middle East from Turkey – it would tip the scale from capitalism to communism in the region.

	Marshall Plan, 1947, the economic extension of the Truman Doctrine, a pledge for economic assistance for all European countries willing to participate, including the USSR. This followed after UK, France, and USA had unsuccessfully attempted to reach an agreement with the USSR on a plan for an economically self-sufficient Germany. The plans objectives were to rebuild war-devastated regions, remove trade barriers, modernize industry, and make Europe prosperous again.

The Marshall Plan has been compared to a flying saucer — nobody knows what it looks like, how big it is, in what direction it is moving, or whether it really exists. The State Department, a confidential memo.

Dollar imperialism. – Molotov, Foreign Minister.
	In 1947 the European economies were still well below their pre-war levels and were showing few signs of growth. Agricultural production was 83% of 1938 levels, industrial production was 88%, and exports only 59%, though Britain fared better. European reconstruction depended on the economic contributions of a stable and productive Germany. Through the end of 1947, USA spent or loaned over $14 billion to Europe. The Marshall Plan gave $400 million dollars in aid to Greece and Turkey. 

The Marshall Plan would provide Europe with goods, financial investments and services to prevent collapse, which would also benefit the USA in trade opportunities. This was a radical change in USA’s isolationist policy. The plan also stipulated the requirement of allowing USA to examine the financial records of the applicant countries. Markets for capitalist expansion.
	Foreign Minister Molotov had, in negotiations, rejected all American or British proposals after six weeks. The speech had explicitly included an invitation to the Soviets. Molotov denounced the whole idea as “dollar imperialism”, a blatant American device for gaining control of Western Europe and worse still, for interfering in eastern Europe which Stalin considered in its zone of influence. The USSR rejected the offer and neither the satellite states nor Czechoslovakia were allowed to accept it.

	The creation of COMECON (Council for Mutual Economic Assistance) and Cominform (Communist Information Bureau) in 1947 in response to the Marshall plan. 
	COMECON was a centralised agency that linked Eastern bloc countries to Moscow and was designed to stimulate (and control) their economic development. Cominform was an instrument to increase Stalin’s control over Communist parties in other countries, to define how eastern Europe should industrialise and develop its agriculture. 

	The Communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948. The Soviets continued into 1948 to attempt to consolidate their control over eastern Europe. Czechoslovakia, however, was seen as moving towards the west, and it had expressed its interest in receiving aid from the Marshall plan.
	In February 1948, when it seemed clear that communists would lose ground after the election (they were blamed for rejecting the much needed Marshall Plan), Stalin organised pressure on the coalition government there and twelve non-communists members were forced to resign. Two weeks later, Masaryk, foreign minister was found dead in suspicious circumstances. The elections took place, with a single list of all communists candidates.
	The west and the UN protested but felt unable to take any action because they could not prove Russian involvement, although it was clear Stalin had taken part in it. The Czech coup finally pushed the Marshall plan through, which had been stalled by the US Congress.

	Berlin Blockade and airlift, June 1948 – 1949. The crisis rose out of disagreements over the treatment of Germany. While the western powers tried to organise the economic and political recovery of their zone, Stalin, treated his zone as a satellite, draining its resources away to Russia.

Early in 1948, the three Western zones were merged to form a single economic unit, whose prosperity was in marked contrast to the poverty of the Soviet zone. The west wanted all four zones to be re-united and given self-government as soon as possible; but Stalin had decided that it would be safer for the USSR to keep a separate Soviet zone.
	In June 1948 the West introduced a new currency and ended price controls in their zone and in West Berlin. “Brain drain” from East to West. The Russians decided that the situation in Berlin had become impossible: already irritated by having an island of capitalism in the middle of a communist area, they felt it impossible to have two different currencies in the same city; they were also embarrassed by the contrast between the prosperity of West Berlin and the poverty of the surrounding area. They closed all road, rail, and canal links between West Berlin and West Germany, attempting to reduce it to the starvation point. The Western powers, however, were convinced that a retreat would mean a Soviet advance of West Germany in the future and decided to hold on. Supplies were flown in, rightly judging that the Russians would not risk shooting down the transport planes. Over the next ten months, West Berliners were kept fed and war through air supplies – there was one plane every three minutes. After 300 days, the Soviet Union admitted failure and lifted the blockade. 

	The continuation of the division of Germany and Berlin: the failure of the blockade meant that the division of Germany was bound to go ahead – the West quickly set up the German Federal Republic in 1949 in which Konrad Adenauer was elected Chancellor. The Soviets established the German Democratic Republic in their own zone. Neither of the powers could contemplate the idea of a united Germany which could become an ally off the other power. Furthermore, the division of Germany into Western and Eastern Germany meant that Berlin also remained a divided city.

	Establishment of NATO, in April 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation between the USA and most Western European countries. It was primarily a security pact, with Article 5 stating that a military attack against any of the signatories would be considered an attack against them all.

	Korean War, 1950-3. It began when the North Korean Communist Army crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded non-Communist South Korea. As South Korea was quickly overrun, USA came to South Korea’s aid. General Douglas MacArthur, overseer of the post-WWII occupation of Japan, commanded the US forces, which began to hold off the North Koreans at Pusan. Although Korea was not strategically essential to the USA, the political environment of the Cold War in the USA was such that they did not want to appear “soft on Communism”. Nominally, the USA intervened as part of a “police action” run by a UN international peace-keeping force; however, the UN was being influenced by USA and NATO’s anti-Communist interests.

There was no suggestion from anyone that the USSR or the United States could back away from [the conflict]. Rees.

Communism was acting in Korea, … I felt certain that if South Korea was allowed to fall, Communist leaders would be emboldened to override nations closer to our own shores. Truman.
	After Eisenhower became president, could resolution be reached and in 1953, a peace treaty was signed that ended the Korean War, returning Korea to a divided status, essentially the same as before the war. The war ended with around 2.5 million casualties. 

	
	USA
	USSR

	Ideological differences (greater / lesser)
	Capitalism: private ownership of a country’s wealth; free market economy i.e. private enterprise in the pursuit of making profits & preserving power of private wealth, profits go to company. Higher average living standards than East, but extreme poverty / wealth.
	Communism: wealth of a country should be collectively owned, shared by everybody; directed economy, i.e. centrally planned, government-run, publicly owned, used for the public. Average living standards lower than West, but less extreme poverty / wealth.


	Mutual fears and the search for security (greater / lesser) 
	Post-war USA saw it as the world’s great power; economically strong; had the atomic bomb, and was largely concerned with rebuilding socio-economic system of W. Europe, to which Germany was a primary component and strengthening democracy and containing communism, so as to prevent the Domino effect, i.e. more communist countries around the USSR, which would threaten capitalism. USA also wanted to reunite Germany (remembering the Treaty of Versailles) and saw the Red Army (USSR) as a threat. USA remembered Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939, and in addition, had aided USSR with a lend-lease of $11 billion, and thought USSR ungrateful for it.
	Post-war USSR saw 20mil+ people dead, a German invasion through Poland twice in 30 years, suffered tens of millions of casualties from onslaughts from the West four times in the preceding 150 years, and was largely concerned with the search for security (attacked from the West in 1812, 1914, 1918-19, 1941). USSR saw the West as equating to Hitler; anticipated capitalist attack and sought to prepare for it by keeping Germany weak and controlling E. Europe to balance USA influence in W. Europe. USSR, for their part, remembered when the Allied and Central Powers had backed the White movement against the Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil War, 1917; in addition, USA and UK had delayed opening the second front during WWII, which would have eased pressure off USSR. As for as the lend-lease, $11 billion was only 10% of Soviet expenditure, and as it came after Stalingrad, it was too little, too late; furthermore, after WWII, USA promised UK loans – but not USSR.

	Stalin versus Truman and foreign diplomacy (greater / lesser)


“I have never been talked to like that in my life,” Molotov said. I told him, “Carry out your agreements and you won’t get talked to like that.” Truman, in his memoirs.

Truman called Stalin “a little bit of a squirt”. Stalin called Truman ‘worthless’.
	Truman himself was inexperienced in foreign relations and his foreign policy was a departure from that of Roosevelt’s, who had accommodated Stalin and allowed for greater spheres of influences whereas Truman wanted to extend American influence in Europe. He himself saw communism as an “ungodly evil” and had built his political platform-base as anti-Communist, where as FDR, on the other hand, had come from an aristocratic background, and was in his fourth term at the time.
	Stalin, with twenty years of experience, conducted his foreign policy based on territory – he wasn’t as ideological driven as say, perhaps, Truman. He was only willing to discuss spheres of interest or economic assistance for communist countries – he did not understand basing foreign policy on collective goodwill, the importance of morality in foreign policy, or why the USA was so concerned about Eastern Europe when it had no strategic concern there. 

	Historiography 

	The traditionalists hold the Soviet Union primarily accountable for the Cold War. The question of blame is closely linked to who was most active during the post-war years: according to traditionalists, USA was characterised by passivity. Washington emphasised international cooperation within bodies such as the UN and attempted to negotiate between the USSR and Britain. Demobilisation took place rapidly. Not until 1947 did Washington change its course, but only as a response to Soviet action of expansion in Eastern Europe. The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall plan were the turning points.
	The revisionists present an entirely different picture and hold USA primarily accountable. Even before the war had ended, the USA had tried to limit the influence of the Soviet Union and communism throughout the world. In order to attain its goals, the Americans employed a number of different instruments, from atomic bombs to loans and other forms of economic support. Meanwhile, the USSR is considered to have a defensive orientation: its policies in eastern Europe were to a great extent a response to American ambitions in the area.
	The post-revisionists agree with the revisionists that important elements of US-policy were present before the Truman Doctrine and that the USA implemented different measures to promote its own interests. However, they maintain that the revisionists are too eager to perceive these measures as motivated by anti-Soviet considerations. They also reject the idea that Stalin’s policy in eastern Europe was a result of American ambitions.

There probably was never any real possibility that the post-1945 relationship could be anything but hostility verging on conflict….traditions, belief systems, propinquity, and convenience … all combined to stimulate antagonism, and almost no factor operated in either country to hold it back. Ernest May, on USSR & USA, in 1984.


