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Sources to accompany the study unit on the Korean War at www.activehistory.co.uk 

INTEL 1
There are three policies which really have invited the North Koreans to attack. First, if the United States was not prepared to use its troops and give military assistance to Nationalist China against Chinese Communists, Koreans thought why should it use its troops to defend Nationalist Korea against Korean Communists? Second, the general policy of doing nothing in China that was reaffirmed by Secretary Acheson who said that there were limits to effective United States assistance in South-East Asia. Then third, our action in Korea itself invited attack. We withdrew our troops from Korea. We, in effect, said we're not going to engage in military operations in Korea.

Republican Senator, Robert Taft, speaking in July 1950

INTEL 2
The Americans could have prevented the North Korean attack by taking a stronger stance over South Korea and therefore frightening the North. The Americans did not include Korea in their list of vital strategic points in the region. Also, when South Korea asked for financial aid in early 1950, the American congress refused, so no wonder Pyongyang (and perhaps Moscow) felt that the Americans would not defend Seoul against an invasion.

The viewpoint of General Macarthur (paraphrased)
INTEL 3
In the five years that followed World War II, the United States, through no fault of General MacArthur, let slip in Asia opportunity after opportunity and the illusion of security melted away as the Soviet Union spread its tentacles throughout the region. And so one morning last week, 70-year-old Douglas MacArthur drove through the rain to......go to South Korea where U.S. and South Korean forces were desperately fighting a [pathetic] army of Soviet [puppets].

From an article in the American news magazine TIME published in 1950

INTEL 4
The American imperialists wished to avenge their defeat in China by new annexations in Asia. Telegrams and messages flew from General MacArthur to Washington demanding immediate establishment of a "defense line" from the Philippines through Korea and Formosa (Taiwan). Under pretext of "defense," the seizure of foreign lands and the enslavement of peoples was planned. 

From the official Soviet Communist party newspaper PRAVDA, 1950

INTEL 5
The American military intervention in Korea in the summer of 1950 made the already tense international situation even worse. The United States, having landed troops in Southern Korea after Japan’s surrender in 1945, was seeking to gain control of the whole country. By unleashing a civil war in June 1950 the South Koreans, backed by the United States, turned Korea into a place of fierce international conflict but in the end failed to achieve the aims of their Washington masters. Soviet and Chinese assistance to the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea frustrated the plan to take over North Korea.

From a Soviet history book.


