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Worksheet part of the interactive unit at www.activehistory.co.uk / 3

Consolidation of the topic
What were the causes and consequences of the Korean War?
Complete the right hand column of this table with any ideas you can come up with after discussion in pairs, small groups or as a class.
Task: Your views on the Big Issues
▪ The class should be divided into two teams. The first team should fill in the "Yes" column, the second team should fill in the "No" column.

▪ Then, the teacher will conduct a debate allowing you to complete the table.

▪ When the debate is finished, divide 100% between the "Yes" and "No" columns for the first row (e.g. 50 / 50 if you are torn between the two ideas, and so on).

▪ Add up the total score for each column to get an overall summary of your view.

▪ Your teacher will add up the "Yes" and "No" totals to get an overall class score.

	
	"Yes!"
	"No!"
	Conclusions

	Do you think that the USA and Syngman Rhee were primarily responsible for the decision of North Korea to attack in June 1950? 
	USA had helped divide Korea after WW2 and installed Rhee as leader.

USA refused to accept North Korean offer for genuinely national elections, fearing a communist victory.

Rhee becomes increasingly bellicose and threatens war against the North.

Truman starts pulling troops out of Korea, leaving it vulnerable to attack.
	Kim Il Sung clearly planned an attack on the South – consulted both Mao and Stalin, who gave their grudging/qualified support.

USSR turned down the idea of free elections in 1947.

Stalin provided Kim Il Sung with planes / tanks.
	Although Kim Il Sung’s attack on the North was clearly premeditated as demonstrated by his canvassing of the USSR and China, Truman was guilty of encouraging this attack by withdrawing troops at the same time that Rhee was recklessly provoking the North.

	Do you think that Truman was right to move from a policy of "containment" to one of "rollback"?
	This policy would take the war against communism instead of just containing it.

Objective would be to reunify Korea; containment would condemn Korea to indefinite partition, and UN troops being bogged down in the region.

Domestic political pragmatic pressures – McCarthy and the Red Scare.

His best advisors supported this course, inc. MacArthur
	At worst, the Chinese could get involved and this could lead to an endless land war or (worse) a nuclear war; 

Opinion was divided on the plan – some advisors were concerned that the Chinese WOULD get involved (inc. Kennan).

AT best it could mean a superficially reunited Korea but under military control of UN / deeply unstable with China/USSR smarting behind it.
	Despite the fact that certain voices raised concerns that a policy of rollback would provoke a response by China, these opinions were in the minority and the possible prize of a reunified Korea was one which Truman simply could not afford to ignore.

	Do you think that Truman was right to pursue a policy of "limited war" rather than the "general war" promoted by McArthur?
	General war could have meant a war of nuclear holocaust between the US and the USSR / China – especially as (stated above) they were providing advice and hardware to the North.

General Bradley – escalating total war would be “The wrong war, at the wrong time, with the wrong enemy”
	MacArthur compared this to appeasement – wars can only be won by meeting “force with maximum counter force…there is no substitute for victory”.

Truman basically lost his nerve at the critical moment. 

A general war would have led to a clear conclusion one way or the other rather than a stalemate.
	Whilst MacArthur had a point when he argued that the swiftest way to bring the war to an end would be by meeting force with maximum counter-force, it is difficult to escape the judgement that Truman was right to share Bradley’s view that escalating the war into China would be “the wrong war, at the wrong time, with the wrong enemy”.

	Do you think that Truman was right to dismiss MacArthur?
	Macarthur was a demagogue with limitless ambitions, and could not be trusted to abide by political norms (had briefed against the President, announced his own independent foreign policy). This was unconstitutional politically and militarily reckless. 
	MacArthur was an undoubted military genius who had distinguished himself not just in WW2 but in the recent war with his landing at Inchon; firing him would come at immense political cost to Truman personally.
	Notwithstanding the fact that MacArthur was a hero whose dismissal had devastating effects for Truman’s reputation, in a diplomatic and military sense the President had been left with no other option. 

	Do you think that the Korean War can be regarded as more of a success for the US and the UN than for North Korea and her allies?
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