Some Definitions of Ethics

As we have seen ethics and morals are impacted by our sense of self.  Read the selection of quotes below.  Each is an attempt to define and explain the nature of the system that drives men’s decisions.  Attempt to explain the meaning and then decide if you agree or disagree with the author’s contention about ethics.  Support your decision with an explanation.

1. Men do not value a good deed unless it brings a reward.
Ovid 43 B.C.-18 A.D., Roman Poet

2. As for those that have faith and do good works, God will bestow on them their rewards and enrich them from his own abundance.

Koran, 4:173

3. Hence naturally flows the great variety of opinions concerning moral rules which are to be found among men, according to the different sorts of happiness they have a prospect of, or propose to themselves; which could not be if practical principles were innate, and imprinted in our minds immediately by the hand of God.

John Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding
4. There is only one moral, as there is only one geometry.

Voltaire

5. It is therefore quite certain that pity is a natural sentiment which, by moderating in every individual the activity of self-love, contributes to the mutual preservation of the entire species. It is pity that carries us without reflection to the assistance of those we see suffer; pity that, in the state of Nature, takes the place of Laws, morals, and virtue, with the advantage that no one is tempted to disobey its gentle voice…

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

6. Two things fill the mind with ever new and increasing wonder and awe - the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me.

Immanuel Kant

7. I believe in one God, and no more. I do not believe in the creed professed by the Jewish church, by the Roman church, by the Greek church, by the Turkish church, by the Protestant church, not by any church that I know of. My own mind is my own church.
Thomas Paine, Age of Reason
