Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Student Task: You are to write a 1200-1600 word essay discussing the following question: “There can be no knowledge without emotion... until we have felt the force of knowledge, it is not ours" (adapted from Arnold Bennett). Discuss this vision of the relationship between knowledge and emotion.”

Assessment Criteria: see attached TOK essay rubric.
Instructions:

1. The essay must be completed individually. 

2. The essay must demonstrate correct essay writing format; introduction, body and conclusion.

3. All sources must be referenced according to the MLA standards (in-text/parenthetical referencing and bibliography). See your teacher or student planner for guidance on the correct referencing format. 

4. The word count includes the essay and any quotations. Referencing is not included in the word count. 

Essay Presentation:
1. When you submit your essay you will need to have a front cover that includes:

(a) In the middle of the page write the essay question. The title must not be altered in any way.

(b) On the bottom right or left hand corner include:

· Your name

· Date

· Essay Word Count

2. Ensure that you have used double spacing and size 12 Arial or Times New Roman font for your essay. 

3. You will also need to include a Bibliography.

5. All pages need to be numbered.

Essay Guidance: 
Possible knowledge question that could be addressed in this title are:

· To what extent does emotion permeate all types of knowledge?

· What is the difference between saying that we feel “the force of knowledge’ and saying that we are certain about our beliefs?

· What are the different ways in which emotion can inform, enhance, weaken, motivate or otherwise influence knowledge?

Therefore by looking at the possible knowledge question the key term in the question is the relationship between emotion and knowledge not just focusing on confirming or refuting Bennett’s claim. Thus do not use extreme or dramatic examples of emotions and situations to explore this relationship as this could easily lead to sweeping generalisations. It would be best to look at everyday experiences and emotions to explore the relationship between emotions and the acquisition of knowledge. 
