TOK: Ten common fallacies

1. Non sequitur  (“does not follow”: a faulty cause-effect relationship).  The logical fallacy of arguing that two events have a casual connection, that is one event causes the other because they happen at the same time.  For example,  
My dog died on the night of a full moon therefore the full moon killed my dog.

2. Ad- Hominem (‘to the person”).  An attack directed on the character of an opponent, rather than the issue.  For example,
Michael Moore is wrong about gun control in the U.S. because he is a fat, bearded Yank.
Note this fallacy also occurs when someone supports a person’s opinion/argument by referring to the character/position of the person.  For example, 
I found Mr Johnson’s argument on the origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict highly convincing as he is such a good teacher.

3. Circular reasoning. Circular reasoning is an attempt to support a statement by simply repeating the statement in different or stronger terms.  In this fallacy, the reason given is nothing more than a restatement of the conclusion that poses as the reason for the conclusion.

4. Special pleading. People are most tempted to engage in special pleading when they are subject to a law or moral rule that they wish to evade. People often attempt to apply a "double standard", which makes an exception to the rule for themselves—or people like them—but applies it to others. For example, 

The law requires everyone to follow the speed limit and other traffic regulations, but in Suffolk County, exceptions should be made for cops and their families, police union officials say.

5. Equivocation. When a word is used in two different senses in the same argument. For example,
Criminal actions are illegal, and all murder trials are criminal actions, thus all murder trials are illegal. 

6. Argument Ad Ignorantium.  An appeal to ignorance is an argument for or against a proposition on the basis of a lack of evidence against or for it. If there is positive evidence for the conclusion, then of course we have other reasons for accepting it, but a lack of evidence by itself is no evidence.   For example,
The Loch Ness monster must exist as no one has proved that he doesn’t.
7. False analogy. Using an analogy or analogies to prove an argument, but the analogy does not match the argument well.  For example,
People are like dogs. They respond best to clear discipline.

8. False dilemma.  Assuming that only two black and white alternatives exist.  For example, 
Either you're for me or against me. 

America: love it or leave it. 

9. Hasty Generalisation.  A conclusion drawn from insufficient evidence.  For example, 
All my friends think school uniform should be abolished therefore the student body has voiced its’ opinion.
Loaded question.  A question that is biased because it contains a built in assumption.  Loaded questions are typically used to trick someone into implying something they did not intend. example:
Are Obama’s plans to reduce the budget deficit too little, too late?
TASK: Choose five different fallacies from above and produce an example for each one.

