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Worksheet by RJ Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk / 2

Between Yalta and Potsdam
Changes in Circumstances between Yalta and Potsdam
TIP: Use the three video clips to help you complete these boxes.
	
	Detail / significance?

	Germany: Had been defeated and Hitler had committed suicide
http://activehistory.co.uk/v/191456642
(6m)
	???


	Poland: Had been denied the “free and fair elections” which Stalin had promised at Yalta.
http://activehistory.co.uk/v/391456642
(4m)
	???


	Japan: The Battle of Iwo Jima had made it clear to the Americans that Soviet aid would be crucial to win the war in the Pacific.

http://activehistory.co.uk/v/491456642
(3m)
	???



Changes in Personalities between Yalta and Potsdam
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	Yalta, February 1945

Britain represented by: Churchill

USA represented by: Roosevelt

USSR represented by: Stalin
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	Potsdam, July 1945

Britain represented by: Churchill

USA represented by: Truman
USSR represented by: Stalin
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	Potsdam, August 1945

Britain represented by: Attlee
USA represented by: Truman

USSR represented by: Stalin


Use the sources overleaf (they are worth reading through as a class exercise) to help you start completing these statements. Conduct additional research of your own to develop them further.
1. On balance, the replacement of Churchill with Attlee at the Potsdam conference improved Anglo-Soviet relations. This is because Churchill and Stalin had been at loggerheads about…[previous studies]
2. In contrast, although Attlee was under no illusions about Stalin, he did at least have some genuinely socialist credentials, as shown by…[extra research]
3. However, the replacement of Roosevelt with Truman was another matter entirely. This is because Roosevelt and Stalin had generally got on well, as evidenced by…[previous studies]
In contrast, Truman was much more tough and uncompromising, as shown by… [extra research]

Sourcework Focus

When and why did the US policy move from one of co-operation to confrontation?
Introduction

Whereas the Yalta conference was generally characterised by co-operation, by the end of the Potsdam Conference the atmosphere had become much more confrontational. Much of this has traditionally been explained by the death of President Roosevelt and his replacement by the more hard-line President Truman, but this interpretation has been challenged by a number of historians. 
Task 1: How do the sources disagree about the relationship between Truman and Stalin at Potsdam?
	
	
	One-word summary of relations
	Summary / explanation

	Source 1: Stalin’s note to Churchill and Truman, April 1945


	Poland borders on the Soviet Union. I do not know whether a genuinely democratic government has been established in Greece or Belgium; the Soviet Union does not claim to interfere in those matters, because it recognises how important Greece and Belgium are to the interests of Great Britain. You evidently do not agree that the Soviet Union is entitled to seek a government in Poland which would be friendly to it. The Soviet Union cannot agree to the existence of a government in Poland which is hostile to it.
	     
	     

	Source 2: Truman meets Molotov, 23rd April 1945

John Traynor, Europe 1890-1990 (1995), using the memoirs of Truman written in the 1950s. 
	Within weeks of Roosevelt’s funeral, Truman made it clear that things had changed. On 23rd April the Russian foreign secretary, Molotov, came to Washington to meet with the President. It was a blistering encounter which he would never forget. Truman told Molotov in “plain American language” that he was angry about Soviet conduct in Poland and stated bluntly “that he desired the friendship of the Soviet government but that it could only be on the basis of mutual observation of agreements and not on the basis of a one way street”. Molotov’s face turned white and he told Truman “I have never been spoken to like that in my life”. Truman’s blunt reply was “carry out your agreements and you won’t get talked to like that”. Those who had urged the President to “get tough” with the Soviets were delighted with this performance.
	     
	     

	Source 3: Truman’s Letter from Truman to Secretary of State Byrnes, 5th January 1946
	At Potsdam we were faced with an accomplished fact and were by circumstances almost forced to agree to Russian occupation of Eastern Poland and the occupation of that part of Germany east of the Oder River by Poland. It was high-handed outrage…Unless Russia is faced with an iron fist and strong language another war is in the making. Only one language do they understand: “How many divisions have you got?”…I’m tired of babying the Soviets.


	     
	     

	Source 4: Truman meets Stalin, 17th July 1945

17 July 1945 – Entry in Truman’s Diary.


	Just spent a couple of hours with Stalin. Promptly at a few minutes before twelve I looked up from my desk and there stood Stalin in the doorway. I got to my feet and advanced to meet him. He put out his hand and smiled. I did the same, we shook, I greeted Molotov and the interpreter and we sat down. After the usual polite remarks we got down to business. I told Stalin that I am no diplomat but usually said yes and no to questions after hearing all the arguments. It pleased him. I asked him if he had the agenda for the meeting. He said he had and that he had some more questions to present. I told him to fire away…Most of the big points are settled. He'll be in the Jap war on August 15. Fini Japs when that comes about. We had lunch, talked socially, put on a real show, drinking toasts to everyone. Then had pictures made in the backyard. I can deal with Stalin. He is honest, but smart as hell.
	     
	     


Discuss: What are the most obvious disagreements between the sources? How do you explain these differences?
