[bookmark: _GoBack]IB History Higher Level
Year 1

Mrs. Armstrong		Room 220	(503) 431-5658		karmstrong@ttsd.k12.or.us

Mr. Johnson		Room 222	(503) 431-5589		sjohnson1@ttsd.k12.or.us

Couse website: http://historywithmrj.wikispaces.com

TOP FIVE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THIS CLASS

1. This is a college-level course so there are a few important things you need to keep in mind.  You are going to be challenged to read, process and synthesize a large amount of information drawn from a variety of primary and secondary sources.  You are responsible for your own note taking, organization and revision of the material you are given.  The good news is your teacher has your back.  If you need any advice on any of these aspects, we have a number of support materials to improve your historical skills.

2. Bookmark our class website!!!  Our class has a website and each unit we will cover this year is laid out with key questions, topics studied each class, electronic copies of our resources and the homework for the next lesson.  If you miss class for whatever reason, Mrs. Armstrong and Mr. Johnson expect you to review what you missed on the website before you ask any questions.  

3. Our course is assessed using rubrics created by the International Baccalaureate Organization.  The primary focus of the IB diploma is performance on summative written exams and we will model that focus in our course.  The majority of your grade for the course (80%) will be based on your performance on these summative assessments (approximately two per unit).  These assessments will come in the form of in-class timed essays or essay plans. The remaining 20% of your grade will be based on formative assessments, such as short answer questions, daily writing, class discussions and projects.  For both formative and summative assessments you will be given the opportunity to resubmit if your attainment does not match your expectation.  We will set a deadline each semester for resubmissions, approximately 7-10 days before grades are due.

4. This is a two-year course and the ultimate goal is to prepare all students to sit IB exams in May of your senior year.  As such, everything we do is strategically designed to allow you maximize your performance on the exam.  You are expected to keep all materials you are given this year so that you can review them next year.  

5. Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Armstrong operate under the assumption that you will ready to go each and every lesson.  This means that you need to have your materials, any work that was assigned and, most importantly, mentally prepared to engage.  While we do not penalize for late work, failure to be prepared for a lesson will severely limit your ability to be successful.  If you do not understand anything we ask you to complete, it is your responsibility to ask for help. 



UNITS OF STUDY

1. Establishment and Development of the USSR

2. Rise of Fascism in Italy 

3. Weimar and Nazi Germany

4.  Soviet Union under Stalin

5. Historical Investigation


ABSENCES/MISSING ASSESSMENTS

1. Absences are inevitable but it is important that you attend as many classes as you can.  If you are going to miss a class, please notify Mr. Johnson via email and consult the website for what you missed.  

2. If you are absent or are unable to complete a formative assessment or summative assessment for any reason, it is your responsibility to organize time outside of class to complete it.  All missing assignments will be marked as zeros until they are completed.  If assignments are still incomplete by the resubmission deadline at the end of semester, the zeros will be stand. Mr. Johnson is a morning person and is available anytime after 7:00 AM upon appointment.  Mrs. Armstrong is more of a night owl, so she is happy to schedule missed assessments after school.  Students are welcome to makeup assessments with either teacher.

TAG and SPED Students: To ensure that students designated as “Talented and Gifted” (TAG) or Special Education (SPED) receive academic instruction that is appropriate for their rate and level of learning, the curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings, compacting or simplifying curriculum, various pacing and providing extension or reduced tasks.  Students are encouraged to meet with Mr. Johnson if they feel the rate or level of learning in the class does not meet their needs.


CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

In addition to the “House Rules” at TUHS (Respectful, Responsible and Safe), each class will develop some community standards for how our learning environment will be structured.  Once these essential agreements have been made, all students will be expected to adhere to them.  Failure to adhere these expectations will result in the student being asked to “take a break” from our community until they can adjust their behavior to contribute to the learning environment. 




IB History Parent Acknowledgement and Movie Permission

In order for a student to achieve his/her full potential it is important that all stakeholders (parents, student and teacher) are on the same page.  If you have any questions about anything in the syllabus, please contact Mr. Johnson via email or phone.

As part of the IB History course at Tualatin High School, we will be viewing films that are rated PG and PG-13. Also, we will be viewing portions of documentaries, news clips, and excerpts from current events that may not be rated and may contain harsh language or graphic images that represent the realities of the topics of study. These videos will all be carefully selected, highly relevant to the course learning outcomes, and edited when necessary.

Please circle one of the following choices

· I permit my student to watch films rated PG, PG-13, and Unrated Films & Documentaries in IB History.

· I request an alternative assignment for my student.

Please circle one of the following choices

· I, or my student, have no questions about the course syllabus

· I, or my student, have some questions and will be contacting Mr. Johnson to have them answered


Student Name:						Signature:				


Parent/Guardian Name:				Signature: 				



